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India, Spain slam attacks on UN troops in Lebanon

Inviolability of UN premises, sanctity of their mandate must be respected, Modi and Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez say; they open C-295 aircraft manufacturing unit in Vadodara;

PM exudes confidence that the C-295 will be exported worldwide in future; the two leaders reiterate their commitment to the establishment of a sovereign Palestine state

|GS Paper II |
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ndia and Spain on
lMonday condemned

the attacks on the Un-
ited Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and
highlighted that the safety
and security of peacekeep-
ers are of “paramount im-
portance and must be en-
sured by all” The two
countries are major troop-
contributing nations to the
UNIFIL.

The inviolability of UN
premises and the sanctity
of their mandate must be
respected, a joint state-
ment issued after talks bet-
ween Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his
Spanish counterpart Pedro
Sanchez said.

The UNIFIL has come
under a series of attacks
since the Israeli offensive
in Lebanon, and on several
occasions, peacekeepers
and positions were target-
ed by the Israel Defence
Forces. India has 903
troops under the UNIFIL,
while Spain has 676 sol-
diers as on October 20.

Earlier in the day, the
two leaders inaugurated
the final assembly line
(FAL) for the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft in Vadodara,
set up by Tata Advanced
Systems Limited in collab-
oration with Airbus under
a 21,935-crore contract
signed in Spain in Septem-
ber 2021 for 56 aircraft.
These are meant to replace
the legacy Avro aircraft in
service with the Indian Air
Force (IAF). The FAL will
manufacture 40 of the 56
aircraft, while 16 aircraft

will come in fly-away
condition.
India’s exports

India’s defence exports
have increased 30 times
over the past decade, with
the country now exporting
equipment to more than
100 countries, Mr. Modi
said, speaking on the occa-
sion. He expressed confi-
dence that the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft
manufactured at the Tata
aircraft complex will be ex-
ported worldwide in
future.

The IAF has inducted

Aiming high: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez at the

inauguration of a Tata aircraft complex in Vadodara on Monday. ANI

six aircraft in its 11 Squa-
dron based in Vadodara.
The first C-295 aircraft was
delivered in September
2023 and the last of the 16
fly-away aircraft will be de-
livered by August 2025.

Of the 40 aircraft, the
first C-295 will roll out of
the Vadodara facility in
September 2026 and the
remaining 39 by August
2031.

The two leaders shared
their firm commitment to

achieving peace and stabil-
ity in West Asia, expressed
their deep concern at the
escalation of security situa-
tion in the region and
called for restraint by all
concerned, the joint state-
ment said.

“The two leaders un-
equivocally condemned
the terror attacks on Israel
on October 7, 2023, and
agreed that the large-scale
loss of civilian lives and the
humanitarian crisis in Ga-

za is unacceptable and
must end as soon as possi-
ble. They called for the im-
mediate release of all hos-
tages, immediate ceasefire
and safe, sustained entry
of humanitarian aid into
Gaza. They emphasized
the urgent need to protect
the lives of civilians and
urged all parties to comply
with international law,” the
statement said.

The two leaders also
reiterated their commit-

ment to the implementa-
tion of the two State solu-
tion, leading to the
establishment of a sove-
reign, viable and indepen-
dent state of Palestine.

Mr. Sanchez will attend
the second meeting of the
India-Spain CEOs forum as
well as India-Spain busi-
ness summit in Mumbai on
Tuesday. He will give the
keynote address at the 4th
Spain-India Forum, co-or-
ganised by Spain-India
Council Foundation and
Observer Research
Foundation.

Pacts inked

Several agreements were
signed between the two
countries, including a
memorandum of under-
standing on cooperation in
the field of rail transport
and the agreement of
cooperation and mutual
assistance in customs mat-
ters, setting up of fast track
mechanism in the Depart-
ment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade,
India and in Directorate
General of International
Trade and Investment, Mi-

India, Spain slam attacks on UN troops in Lebanon

R, T 7 A # Hgad 1Y A3 W) g0d 3t g 3t

nistry of Economy, Trade
and Business in Spain, for
facilitating mutual invest-
ments in India and Spain,
and creation of joint com-
mission under the audio-
visual co-production
agreement.

Mr. Modi and Mr. San-
chez agreed to make 2026
as the Year of India and
Spain in Culture, Tourism
and Artificial Intelligence
(AD. During the year, both
sides will make the maxi-
mum effort to boost the
cultural presence of the
other in their museums,
art, fairs, film, festivals, lit-
erature, meetings of archi-
tects and circles of debate
and thought, the statement
said, as also special atten-
tion will be paid to ways of
increasing tourist flows,
promote reciprocal
investments.

The two leaders also
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to advancing the EU-
India triple negotiations of
the comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement, Invest-
ment Protection Agree-
ment and Geographical In-
dications Agreement.

Inviolability of UN premises, sanctity of their mandate must be respected,
Modi and Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez say; they open C-295 aircraft
manufacturing unit in Vadodara; PM exudes confidence that the C-295 will
be exported worldwide in future; the two leaders reiterate their
commitment to the establishment of a sovereign Palestine state
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India and Spain Condemn Attacks on UNIFIL HRd 3T [T 7 UNIFIL TR
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° India and Spain on Monday condemned the attacks on the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and emphasized that the safety and security of
peacekeepers are of paramount importance and must be ensured by all. HRd R WT A

HIHAR & A9 | YYa Y SaH T (UNIFIL) TR a1 1 el 31 ok g8 H ok
m%mﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁm&n&mﬁn@a@f%eﬁ?s@rmﬂmgﬁ@amwaﬂ%m

The two countries are major troop-contributing nations to the UNIFIL. G 4R UNIFIL T

UIE 99 aiTeHahdi g |

The inviolability of UN premises and the sanctity of their mandate must be respected, a
joint statement issued after talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his

Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez said. TYTHAT g A 3R 3% WA THHe
Y Wi & §19 Sa<iid & 16 SR Teb Yo S H DT 741 fob YT 1P TRER B
GEAT 3R 3D TR F1 ufd=ar &1 T fasar s 9l

The UNIFIL has come under a series of attacks since the Israeli offensive in Lebanon,
and on several occasions, peacekeepers and positions were targeted by the Israel

Defence Forces.ﬁWﬁWW%W@ UNIFILWGEEWE’F@IEE%, Gﬁbe_g
e IR goRTSH I&T T A Tifd ¥DT 3R I R &) =1 s rn g1

India has 903 troops under the UNIFIL, while Spain has 676 soldiers as of October 20.
YRd & U UNIFIL 7 903 e €, STafs WA & UM 20 3agaR dF 676 A ¢ |

C-295 Aircraft Assembly Line Inaugurated in Vadodara gstexT ¥ ¢-295 faum
AT AT BT gUTe

Earlier in the day, the two leaders inaugurated the final assembly line (FAL) for the C-
295 transport aircraft in Vadodara, set up by Tata Advanced Systems Limited in
collaboration with Airbus under a ¥21,935-crore contract signed in September 2021
for 56 aircraft. f&=T # Ugd, THI 13T 4 TSIGRT H €-295 uRkas fan = & forg sifeaw
A TE! A8 (FAL) HI 3gure fohdl, fS eTer teaivs River fafiRs T trRaw &
TearT ¥ RydaR 2021 T 221,935 HRIS & ey & dgd 56 faAT o forg wifuq fasan|
These aircraft are meant to replace the legacy Avro aircraft in service with the Indian
%il%:gr%ce (IAF). 3 a0 YRR arg JAT (IAF) & a1 B 3¢ X TaR! fau= & 9o
I

The FAL will manufacture 40 of the 56 aircraft, while 16 aircraft will come in fly-away

condition. FAL 56 fa®TY & T 40 o1 fAAfur w3t Siafes 16 fawH wag-ora fRufa & 3ma|

India’s Defence Exports HIRd BT XE&T frafa

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India’s defence exports have increased 30 times over the past decade, with the country
now exporting equipment to more than 100 countries, Mr. Modi said, speaking on the

occasion. 39 AR W diad gg, M Aict 7 Bl & Ued 16 axd ¥ YRd &1 v& fafa
30 T[T 9 741 3, 3R I 31 100 F f¥rer =i &1 Iyl fafd #R @R
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° He expressed confidence that the C-295 transport aircraft manufactured at the
Tata aircraft complex will be exported worldwide in the future. 361 RN o fobar
fo eTer faur afwR o [fifa ¢-295 ufvass famm ufawr o gfear wr o fafa e
ST

The IAF has inducted six aircraft in its 11 Squadron based in Vadodara. IAF = 3
TSI’ FRUT 11 Wpre & o8 faum wfia feu §)

The first C-295 aircraft was delivered in September 2023 and the last of the 16 fly-
away aircraft will be delivered by August 2025. Ugcil C-295 fou Rydav 2023 &
faafva foram mar U1 3R 16 TS -3rd faw & 9 3ifaw 3R 2025 % faaika far smem|

Of the 40 aircraft, the first C-295 will roll out of the Vadodara facility in September
2026 and the remaining 39 by August 2031. 40 AU & ¥ Ugar c-295 Rydax 2026 o
TSI AT I I16R AHAT SR T1T 39 fIuH 3FRa 2031 % T2 81 SMa|

India and Spain on West Asia Peace HIRd 3R W &1 Uty eRr ifd w® faar

The two leaders shared their firm commitment to achieving peace and stability in West
Asia, expressed their deep concern at the escalation of security situation in the region
and called for restraint by all concerned, the joint statement said. Sgdd I T dHel T
fo g1 Aareit A ufdm v § wifa ofik fRURET 1T HA Pt U AoTe ufdagd
waﬁ%aﬁng%ﬁﬁq@m%ﬂﬁmmﬁaﬁvamw%u&ﬁmnm
SITET faa|

Condemnation of Terror Attacks and Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza

TS | SHIdharel ghd! SR AHar e ot e

"The two leaders unequivocally condemned the terror attacks on Israel on October 7,

2023, and agreed that the large-scale loss of civilian lives and the humanitarian crisis

in Gaza is unacceptable and must end as soon as possible." CEIEGIEIEE; S{dgay, 2023
P FORTSE U SATABATG! gHA! Bl Pl (T BT 3R THI G Bi b ARG S Pt
AT T 3R T B AT Hehe SRADGR § 3R U ieg Y Seg THIG gIFT 91U

"They called for the immediate release of all hostages, immediate ceasefire and safe,
sustained entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza." B%ﬁ?fﬂlﬁ SYPp] Bl IPTA |§6I§, GedN)
AR 3R o & AT Gerrdl & YRI&d, Jad WA &1 qif &1 |

"They emphasized the urgent need to protect the lives of civilians and urged all parties

to comply with international law." I8 AN & Siia= Bt &1 Dt dIHITD
3Gl TR SR fagm SR Tt Uell 9 SIaRRTENT BT BT UTei B B 3T foba|

Commitment to Two-State Solution

Q- FHIYH & U Ufaedt

"The two leaders also reiterated their commitment to the two-state solution, leading to
the establishment of a sovereign, viable, and independent state of Palestine." AR

AT3f = Q-ITY TATYTT o et SO Ufdegel <IexTs, Sl T WY, R iR T
fopferedi= vsg &1 RITTAT &1 3R & STE|
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° Participation in India-Spain Business and CEO Forums

YRI-TT IR 3R Ts3f 7 H HFNGRY

e "Mr. Sanchez will attend the second meeting of the India-Spain CEOs forum as well as
India-Spain business summit in Mumbai on Tuesday." o TS URA-0 Hg3it v/
B gl I8P IR HTAIR I Hog H HRA-TI ATIR FRRER TR & U7 |

e "He will give the keynote address at the 4th Spain-India Forum, co-organised by Spain-
India Council Foundation and Observer Research Foundation." d TH- g%mmﬁm
BISSTMA 3R ooy Rd BISSTHE GRT Y-SRI d1d WH-YRd BIRA H T-7
HISOT |

Signed Agreements

gTea wgia

e "Several agreements were signed between the two countries, including a memorandum
of understanding on cooperation in rail transport and the agreement on customs

cooperation and mutual assistance.” Tl R & & Eh_sc HTI@?[ gq, INEEEG tlﬁﬂ'EFT
gmﬂwaﬁsﬁmmsﬁwﬂmwmﬂaﬁ?mmeﬂmﬁa
I

e "They also set up a fast track mechanism in India's DPIIT and Spain’s Directorate
General of International Trade for facilitating mutual investments.” REERCICRINEER]
1 G S & g yRa H Shfteng s ofk T # SiaRTgia AR AT Rerd
AR Yomelt RIfud &t

e "Ajoint commission was created under the audiovisual co-production agreement.”

JfeAfagera Tg-Idred U & d8d Udh Ygad SN &1 16+ fasar |
e Year of India-Spain in Culture, Tourism, and Al (2026)

TXpfa, T 3R T3HIE & HRI-TWH &1 ay (2026)

e "Mr. Modi and Mr. Sanchez agreed to make 2026 as the Year of India and Spain in
Culture, Tourism, and Artificial Intelligence (Al)." oft At 3R ot ol A 2026 Y
Tpfa, wdest 3R $iHw gfguar & YRa-\H &1 af e9iffd H3 W ggafd saad 31|

e "During the year, both sides will work to boost cultural exchanges in museums, art fairs,

film festivals, and literature." s%ra’sf < e m Wﬁ?ﬁ, fﬁ)—(—quﬁ?\qa‘r 3R
I & APl 3MEH-UGH Bl FeTal G & oI HTH B |

e "Efforts will also be made to enhance tourist flows and promote reciprocal

;\T\gtments u&ﬁﬁmﬁq@ﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁ%mlﬁm
I

Commitment to Advancing EU-India Negotiations

$Y-HIRd 91df &1 31 dg & ufar ufdasarn

e '"The two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to advancing the EU-India triple
negotiations: the Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement,
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Investment Protection Agreement, and Geographical Indications Agreement." gl
Aareft I HTUS Yo ATIR JHT, FaA=T Teor gushar ik WiMiie Jeae
TN 9fed 39-HRd fagst amaf &1 o sgr &1 ufdasdr aevrs|

T.N. declares heatwaves
a State-specific disaster

This will allow govt. to provide immediate relief to those affected by extreme temperatures in the

State; the administration will utilise the State Disaster Response Fund to support these efforts

GS Paper lll: Disaster

Management

CHENNAI

n a significant move,
l the Tamil Nadu go-

vernment has official-
ly declared heatwaves a
State-specific disaster and
announced ex-gratia pay-
ments of ¥4 lakh for fami-
lies of individuals who die
of heat-related causes, in-
cluding those involved in
relief operations.

The declaration enables
the government to provide
immediate relief to those
affected by extreme tem-
peratures, particularly
during the severe heat ex-
perienced in April and May
2024.

The government will

In April and May, the heat is most acute in urban areas like Chennai

[y .

and Madurai owing to urban heat island effect. FILE PHOTO

use the State Disaster Res-
ponse Fund (SDRF) to sup-
port these relief efforts.
The order issued by the
State government said with
many regions in Tamil Na-
du recording temperatures
exceeding 40°C, the im-

pact on public health had
been considerable. Vulner-
able populations, includ-
ing the elderly, children,
and individuals with pre-
existing health conditions,
have been particularly at
risk. Additionally, as part

of relief measures, the
State plans to provide med-
ical care, including oral re-
hydration salts (ORS) and
access to drinking water, at
kiosks throughout affected
areas.

In April and May, the
heat was most acute in ur-
ban areas, such as Chen-
nai, Madurai, and Thooth-
ukudi, where the
phenomenon of urban
heat islands — caused by
concrete and asphalt ab-
sorbing heat — aggravated
the situation.

Places like Madurai, Ti-
ruchi, Vellore, Namakkal,
Dindigul, and Krishnagiri
also have barren rocky hil-
locks, which absorb heat
and radiate it even at night.

T.N. declares heatwaves a State-specific disaster

dafia-rg A gieda ot Iea-fafRry smuer wifta fan

The Tamil Nadu government has officially declared heatwaves a State-

specific disaster and announced ex-gratia payments of ¥4 lakh for
families of individuals who die of heat-related causes, including those
involved in relief operations.

AfAEHTg TRHR A ARSI FU A gledd ot Irsu-fafkry smuer aifva
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foraT 8 8 34 ATE Bt e AR BT Yo $t 8, S 3 ufkari
o1 &t et o Tew i 9 Jefia dRUN | AR 9d €, foraw wea
®Ta] | Tfie @i o =fere 8

« The declaration enables the government to provide immediate relief to those
affected by extreme temperatures, particularly during the severe heat experienced in
April and May 2024.

g DY DR B! HAD A0 F GUIFAT ARl b1 TehTd Tgd UG B D1 3l
&t B, foRw =0 T 2024 & 3 3R A T 3IHT FI 718 <fig TH &b SR

« The government will use the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) to support these
relief efforts.

IRBHR 3 Jed T & folT IsT ATUST UfeifehdT S (SDRF) HT IUTN] H |

» Many regions in Tamil Nadu recorded temperatures exceeding 40°C, with considerable

impacts on public health.

IRTTg & s & H 40°C I e dTUHT ol fobaT 7T, foTehT Ardeii-eh WY TR
UHId USTI

* Vulnerable populations, including the elderly, children, and individuals with preexisting
health conditions, have been particularly at risk.

HHOIR ATES, o g, I=t 3R gd-fefiva warea fRufeaat ara safad znfie € oy
w0 I ey #

« As part of relief measures, the State plans to provide medical care, including oral
rehydration salts (ORS) and access to drinking water, at kiosks throughout affected
areas.

Ed IUM & TR & U H, 3o ffrear S@HUTd UeH &3 o1 T 941 387 ©, o
3R fYeTSS=A HIee (ORS) 3R THIfAd &1 & Ugeid &1 Ugd WA ]

* In April and May, the heat was most acute in urban areas, such as Chennai, Madurai,
and Thoothukudi, where the phenomenon of urban heat islands—caused by concrete
and asphalt absorbing heat—aggravated the situation.

3 3R Tis B, T 2t &t SR AE, WgR, IR YYFSt B gay < off, ST wed
¢l B geT—ol fob debic SR STHR gRT T SaRMYd & & HRUT gl g—dfd Bl
3R 91 &aft 5

* Places like Madurai, Tiruchi, Vellore, Namakkal, Dindigul, and Krishnagiri also have
barren rocky hillocks, which absorb heat and radiate it even at night.

ngy, foefa, Iw, THawa, fEfETa, ok Fonfify 98 -l R of soR Te ueifeal
& ST 7Tl Y ST Rl § SR 39 A H ot fapiof Rl B
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New study by NIMHANS researchers sheds light
on association between sleep apnea and stroke

[GS Paper IIl: Basic Science

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

While it is known that
sleep apnea, a disorder in
which breathing stops
briefly during sleep, is
common in stroke pa-
tients, the question wheth-
er this disorder is a cause
or consequence of stroke
has not been established. A
recent study by research-
ers at National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuros-
ciences (NIMHANS) has
now found that a substan-
tial part of severe sleep ap-
nea improves in the course
of time on its own, indicat-
ing that at least a part of
the burden of this disorder
is a consequence of stroke.

Funded by the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), the study
has been accepted for pu-
blication in Annals of In-

Sleep apneais a disorder in
which breathing stops briefly
during sleep. GETTY IMAGES

dian Academy of Neurolo-
gy (AIAN), the official
journal of the Indian Aca-
demy of Neurology.

To evaluate the propor-
tion, severity, type, and
evolution of sleep-disor-
dered breathing and arou-
sals in ischemic stroke pa-
tients, a team of doctors
from the Department of
Neurology at NIMHANS,
studied 105 stroke patients

aged above 50, using poly-
somnography (PSG) that
studies brain waves togeth-
er with sleep time breath-
ing pattern. The study was
done twice - initially within
one month of stroke and a

follow-up study three
months after.
“Of the 105 patients stu-

died, 88% had sleep apnea,
while 38% had severe sleep
apnea. In the follow-up stu-
dy, 26% had sleep apnea,
while 12% had severe sleep
apnea. While waking up af-
ter sleep onset and brief
arousals during sleep were
high in the patients in the
first examination, these ab-
normalities improved sub-
stantially in the follow-up
study. This indicates that at
least a part of the sleep ap-
nea burden is a conse-
quence of stroke.” said P.R.
Srijithesh, Additional Pro-
fessor of Neurology at NIM-

HANS, who is the lead
author of the paper. “The
study also found a novel
laterality in sleep efficiency
in patients with stroke-re-
lated damage in the right
side of the brain,” he told
The Hindu on Monday. Oc-
tober 29 is observed as
World Stroke Day.

Snoring risk factor
Meanwhile, doctors have
recognised snoring as a vi-
tal risk factor for stroke.
While all those who snore
loudly do not necessarily
have sleep apnea, many
with this disorder may not
have snoring. While snor-
ing and sleep apnea are
closely related, it does not
mean that a person who
snores has sleep apnea,
doctors said.

N.K. Venkataramana,
founder-chairman and di-
rector-neurosciences  at

Brains Super Speciality
Hospital, said breathing
pauses during sleep can
lead to a drop in the oxy-
gen concentration in the
blood. “The number of
such episodes at night can
vary from person to per-
son. This increases the risk
of stroke, given the signifi-
cant duration of hypoxia or
decreased level of oxygen
that can cause damage to
the brain and increased
risk of blood coagulation.”

Amit Kulkarni, lead-
neurology and stroke at
Sakra World Hospital, said
apart from conventional
stroke risk factors such as
diabetes, hypertension,
high cholesterol, smoking,
excessive alcohol con-
sumption, obesity, and
heart rhythm problems,
obstructive sleep apnea is
a modifiable risk factor for
stroke.

New study by NIMHANS researchers sheds light on
association between sleep apnea and stroke

NIMHANS & SMaadaisfi gRT =g 3reaa- ¥ g Ja<h
Tuf=ar SR Wi & " Jae U= UHT=I STAT ITT

« While it is known that sleep apnea, a disorder in which breathing stops briefly during
sleep, is common in stroke patients, the question whether this disorder is a cause or
consequence of stroke has not been established.

iz Teeft wufa, T faeR o Hig & SRM 419 Uist R & w3 Skt 8, 78 &
Afr & 9= 8, g Uy i 1 o8 faR srRur ar ufvoms 8, -ifud =8t fear man g1

« A recent study by researchers at National Institute of Mental Health and

Neurosciences (NIMHANS) has now found that a substantial part of severe sleep
apnea improves in the course of time on its own, indicating that at least a part of the
burden of this disorder is a consequence of stroke.

ARMd SR Iege TP Hed g TS QRIS (NIMHANS) & Sudhdisl gRIgTd gl &

fore 7T e B urar man § 6 iR e wedht ot &1 ue Aeaygu
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3T 3 T YYR FHRT §, Tg Yobd BT ¢ [ 39 [APR B HH J HH T U
wIP BT ufkoma g |
« Funded by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the study has been
accepted for publication in Annals of Indian Academy of Neurology (AIAN), the
official journal of the Indian Academy of Neurology.

YR RIfem Y™ uRue (ICMR) gRT faxdiitd, 39 3o &1 sfEa tehsHt
3ITE QRIS (AIAN) & RGNS SHd & UHRM & o WHR fHar gl

« To evaluate the proportion, severity, type, and evolution of sleep-disordered
breathing and arousals in ischemic stroke patients, a team of doctors from the
Department of Neurology at NIMHANS studied 105 stroke patients aged above 50,
using polysomnography (PSG) that studies brain waves together with sleep time
breathing pattern.

SIS WP & Al § g Jaeh 481 3R ST & urd, TR, JaR SR
AP BT SMHAT B & 1A, NIMHANS & gRI<Tei fAHTT &1 T EH = 50 T4 § 1%
3T & 105 TP AT BT 3reqa fopdn, for e MfermuTw! (PSG) &1 IuanT faar
T S HiKTSh BT e &b 1Y e b GHY BT 477 Ue BT 39 Rl 5|

* The study was done twice - initially within one month of stroke and a follow-up study
three months after.

g 37e0g g aR fohdT 4T - UgQ Wit & T HelH & Wk 3R U Bial-37 37eqg fiF
HEMH TG

« "Of the 105 patients studied, 88% had sleep apnea, while 38% had severe sleep
apnea. In the follow-up study, 26% had sleep apnea, while 12% had severe sleep
apnea.

“105 TN § T, 88% H Hic ot wufqar o1, Safes 38% H v e waeht wuf~mar
Ial-31T 3 |, 26% H Hi¢ Haeh vafaar U1, Siafes 12% & iR e ddsh gufaar
YTl

» While waking up after sleep onset and brief arousals during sleep were high in the
patients in the first examination, these abnormalities improved substantially in the
follow-up study.

Safe Ugal oid H Hig YR~ 8H & §Ig S 31R =g & SR Iféa Itemg ARt & 3=
off, Y SRATHIATY Whlcll-30 T T I 8¢ db Jusi|

« This indicates that at least a part of the sleep apnea burden is a consequence of
stroke,” said P.R. Srijithesh, Additional Professor of Neurology at NIMHANS, who is
the lead author of the paper.

g Tobd Bl & & g Jath Tufrar &1 915 1 HH I HH TS YT LIP BT UfRomy
g, Ut.3m. difSrawr, =RIaielt & sifafved MR iR TR & UgW s A Fgll

* "The study also found a novel laterality in sleep efficiency in patients with stroke-
related damage in the right side of the brain,” he told The Hindu on Monday, October

29.
"3{e = gg Y uran fob wikrss & griea T ¥ e T gefia
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THaH ard AR I i 3t gear § T a1 urffear urn T, 3% SR, 29
STEER DI & fgg I Dl
» October 29 is observed as World Stroke Day.
29 3agaR &! fay Wi feaw & =u H T=r o ¢

« Meanwhile, doctors have recognized snoring as a vital risk factor for stroke.

S 99, Slaex] 7 WRIel DI KD & ¢ Th AUl oleH HRP &b U H UgaHI ¢ |

» While all those who snore loudly do not necessarily have sleep apnea, many with this
disorder may not have snoring

Bw%a‘rah\—m@r@?%aﬁ% S99 O 9t & urg e deeht vufaor T8 grar 8, afe s
fapR a1 w3 @ A WRie T8l 81 Ihd & |

» While snoring and sleep apnea are closely related, it does not mean that a person who
snores has sleep apnea, doctors said.

SideR] A Hgl fob Tiafcs Wi 3R g At vufvar Faedr ¥ W&fid €, 3961 I8 Adad

81 © fob Sl safey wRfe el &, 99 g deitht vufan g

* N.K. Venkataramana, founder-chairman and director-neurosciences at Brains Super

Speciality Hospital, said breathing pauses during sleep can lead to a drop in the

oxygen concentration in the blood.

TH.%. dHeHUT, 8 GUR TR RIS o TS -IRAT 3R GRS 0Y &

?&Q@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁﬂq 4T ¥ 4 e B SHTeRite ) Figa & FRTae 31 Gawelt
I

« "The number of such episodes at night can vary from person to person. This increases

the risk of stroke, given the significant duration of hypoxia or decreased level of oxygen

that can cause damage to the brain and increased risk of blood coagulation.”

1 H TY TS o) e e § Jfad § fd 81 9! ¢ | I8 T & oliad ®I Serdl
g, STIdIIcId TSUNTRTT AT Sfidiol o Wk & HH! I off AT ®I JHaH Ugdl Ahdl §
3R Y& & Y §1 & SIRGH D] F¢1 JhaT g l”

» Amit Kulkarni, lead neurology and stroke at Sakra World Hospital, said apart from
conventional stroke risk factors such as diabetes, hypertension, high cholesterol,
smoking, excessive alcohol consumption, obesity, and heart rhythm problems,
obstructive sleep apnea is a modifiable risk factor for stroke.

3ifira pawll, JrH T 9 FikUea & RIAToN 3R Wih & TE 3 Fel [ URuRe
WIh ST HRP| ol STfILI, 8T8 S IR, I= DA d, YU, dftd IR
T G, HeTyT, 3R e B UsHa Bt TR F ST, mwﬁzﬂa%ﬁwhm
& GRAAHIT SIReH SRS 3|
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FinMin flags softer urban
demand, factory output,
maintains growth figure

|GS Paper Ill: Economy]|

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday  acknowledged
emerging concerns of sof-
tening consumer senti-
ments and faltering de-
mand, particularly in
urban India, as well as a
moderation in industrial
momentum in recent
months, even as it main-
tained that the economy
will grow between 6.5%
and 7% through 2024-25.
Contrary to rural de-
mand that has perked up
with a favourable mon-
soon, the Ministry’s latest
monthly economic review
pointed to evidence of a
slowdown in urban de-
mand as reflected in the
performance of various in-
dicators during the first
half of the financial year.
The Economic Affairs
Department’s publication
cited the drop in volume
growth in urban sales of
fast-moving consumer
goods, the 2.3% contrac-
tion in automobile sales in
the first half of this year
“mainly due to the lower
sales in the second quarter
[Q2]”, and a decline in
housing sales in Q2.

‘Not promising’

These trends “may be lar-
gely explained by softening
consumer sentiments, li-
mited footfall due to
above-normal rainfall, and
seasonal periods during
which people tend to re-
frain from new purchas-
es”, said the review, whose
last iteration in September
had first flagged concerns
about ‘incipient signs of
strains in certain sectors’.

Hitting the brakes

Vehicle sales in urban areas contracted across categories in H1
2024-25, indicating a demand slowdown in India’s cities that
needs to be monitored, the September economic review noted
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The Ministry is hopeful  amid a tepid Q2 results sea-

of rural demand picking up
further but it did not ap-
pear as sanguine about ov-
erall consumption trends.

It stated that “underly-
ing demand conditions
bear watching”. “Going
forward, the ongoing fes-
tive season and improve-
ment in consumer senti-
ments may boost urban
consumer demand. Ho-
wever, early indications
were not particularly pro-
mising,” it added.

The review also noted
that manufacturing grew
just 1% in August and the
momentum in the sector
“seems to have softened in
September from the very
strong growth in the sum-
mer months”, reasoning
that lower international oil
prices and increased oil
imports may have in-
fluenced domestic refinery
output, while steel output
was likely affected by mod-
eration in automobiles’
growth.

The Ministry’s com-
ments about the pain
points in the economy as-
sume significance, coming

son for corporate India and
soon after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Octob-
er bulletin referred to
slackening momentum in
indicators such as Goods
and Services Tax (GST) col-
lections, bank credit
growth and merchandise
export.

The FinMin’s economic
review, however, cited the
latest RBI surveys on con-
sumer confidence, to point
to a “sequential improve-
ment in consumers’ opti-
mism”, and the manufac-

turing sector as an
indicator of optimism
among producers.

While India’s economic
performance has been “sa-
tisfactory” in the first half
of this year, the Ministry
said growth risks arise
from escalating geopoliti-
cal conflicts.

“Their spillover effects
on India could cause nega-
tive wealth effects, impact-
ing household sentiments
and altering spending in-
tentions on  durable
goods,” the review cau-
tioned.
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FinMin flags softer urban demand, factory

output, maintains growth figure

o warerg A e 1 3R PR 4T § RH B
ATRIHT TdTg, gfg b g TRDHIR IW

Emerging Concerns on Consumer Sentiment and Demand SUYTET HTGHT 3R AT
R IH« feard

The Finance Ministry on Monday acknowledged emerging concerns of softening

consumer sentiments and faltering demand, particularly in urban India, even as it

maintained that the economy will grow between 6.5% and 7% through 2024-25. fad

HATCR = HRIAR &1 [E¥T HRA H SUHIG HTaT & HHGIR 514 3R AN H fRM@C I ddb

mﬁﬁﬁwm BTAITh 38 BT b SRITIRIT 2024-25 TH 6.5% A 7% B
I

Contrary to rural demand that has perked up with a favorable monsoon, the Ministry’'s
latest review pointed to a slowdown in urban demand during the first half of the

financial year. ATHYOT AT & fAULid, S 3@ d AIFRIA & 1Y 941 &, HAT &1 Ad-ad
e = foxita av &1 ugd SHG! H W@ AR § TR1de & 3R SR faa|

Drop in urban sales of fast-moving consumer goods, 2.3% contraction in automobile
sales in the first half of the year, mainly due to lower sales in the second quarter [Q2],

and a decline in housing sales were noted. dSit & I dTel ST I &1 G
fas! # fiRTae, re 31 Ugct D! | ficHIaTd foish! | 2.3% B HHT (A GER1
farmet &4 o & HR), 3R TR 3w 7 fiRTae ool &t 131

Not Promising Urban Demand Trends ‘x’l?'\Pf i uqﬁlﬁmm =|€t
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Trends “may be largely explained by softening consumer sentiments, limited footfall due
to above-normal rainfall, and seasonal periods during which people refrain from new

purchases.” 3 UK &I TAd: SUHIFIT UIGHT b HHSR 34, T A 3ifeew auf &
RO HT Bewid, 3R T AGH THg § FHET S Tehdl § o1d aNT -8 WiIG 3 99d ] |

The Ministry is hopeful of rural demand picking up further but is less optimistic about

overall consumption trends. HATTY o1 3G ¢ o meior wi 3fR qeit, Ao Pd Euad
ugfral B AR I RMAT! T8 8 |

It stated, "ongoing festive season and improvement in consumer sentiments may boost
urban consumer demand, but early indications are not promising.” U $gl, "Id g

TIERT AT IR ITUIET U1 & YR I 8t U 7T  FeIar! ol Tl 6,
AfhT URMYS Johd TGP ol & 1"
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Industrial Momentum and Economic Outlook Gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ Gﬁ? 3w

EhLal

Manufacturing grew just 1% in August, and sectoral momentum “seems to have
softened in September” from strong growth in summer months, influenced by lower
international oil prices and increased oil imports affecting refinery output. fafmfor o
e § Rk 1% &1 3fS g8 ik &7 31 71 RidaR # S i it 8, WeAsbrei=
eI H Hogd gl 9, N8 $H SIaIPIg da SiHal 3R d¢ §U e STd A gHiad foar,
o RBIg_1 IadTeT W SRR Ue|

The Ministry’s observations come amid a tepid Q2 results season for corporate India,
and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had also noted slackening momentum in GST
collections, bank credit growth, and merchandise exports. TATeIT @1 fewforal srake
3fea1 & 32 Q2 Ul Hi & &9 3r1s €, 3R YR R¥eid §@ (RB1) 7 +t sfieadt
e, 9% Pfse i, ok ara fafa & fRmae &1 I o

The FinMin’s review pointed to RBI surveys indicating “sequential improvement in
consumers’ optimism” and optimism among manufacturing sector producers.

TATAY ! e 3 RIS e ! 3R IR b, forad Iuviaarsit &1
Jm=IaTear ¥ wiue JuUrR iR fafmfor &3 & Sacs! & smRimdare fe@m w6l

Potential Growth Risks SHTfad faerT siifaw
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While India’s economic performance has been “satisfactory” in the first half of the year,
growth risks arise from escalating geopolitical conflicts which could negatively |mpact

household sentiments and spending intentions on durable goods. HEICESINE

TR & HRA BT 31 Ygai= "Idiveie” 38T 8, A [dprd & wifed gad
RIS HOuT § 30 81 Td 8, S I¥e HTGAT 3R ¢ avgal IR T 331 & e
B! THRIHD T I YHIId HR Tebd g
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T.N. declares heatwaves
a State-specific disaster

This will allow govt. to provide immediate relief to those affected by extreme temperatures in the
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State; the administration will utilise the State Disaster Response Fund to support these efforts

GS Paper lll: Disaster

Management

CHENNAI

n a significant move,
l the Tamil Nadu go-

vernment has official-
ly declared heatwaves a
State-specific disaster and
announced ex-gratia pay-
ments of ¥4 lakh for fami-
lies of individuals who die
of heat-related causes, in-
cluding those involved in
relief operations.

The declaration enables
the government to provide
immediate relief to those
affected by extreme tem-
peratures, particularly
during the severe heat ex-
perienced in April and May
2024.

The government will

I RS
—

FEAN

use the State Disaster Res-
ponse Fund (SDRF) to sup-
port these relief efforts.
The order issued by the
State government said with
many regions in Tamil Na-
du recording temperatures
exceeding 40°C, the im-
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In April and May, the heat is most acute in urban areas like Chennai
and Madurai owing to urban heat island effect. FILE PHOTO

pact on public health had
been considerable. Vulner-
able populations, includ-
ing the elderly, children,
and individuals with pre-
existing health conditions,
have been particularly at
risk. Additionally, as part

of relief measures, the
State plans to provide med-
ical care, including oral re-
hydration salts (ORS) and
access to drinking water, at
kiosks throughout affected
areas.

In April and May, the
heat was most acute in ur-
ban areas, such as Chen-
nai, Madurai, and Thooth-
ukudi, where the
phenomenon of wurban
heat islands — caused by
concrete and asphalt ab-
sorbing heat — aggravated
the situation.

Places like Madurai, Ti-
ruchi, Vellore, Namakkal,
Dindigul, and Krishnagiri
also have barren rocky hil-
locks, which absorb heat
and radiate it even at night.

T.N. declares heatwaves a State-specific disaster

dafiaATg A gleda ot Iea-fafRry smuer wifte fan

This will allow govt. to provide immediate relief to those affected by
extreme temperatures in the State; the administration will utilise the
State Disaster Response Fund to support these efforts
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TUY WWHR B 3T A AAfUP drgHE | U SN B debrad
AEd USH 31 H Aee fHa; U=ma= g9 uardl &1 99dq &1 & forw
I 3TueT Ufafrar AT &1 SuahT S

Tamil Nadu Declares Heatwaves as State-Specific Disaster ?Iﬁl?FI'I@' J Tt 1 FIE?BI
&1 Irey-fafRry smuer gifta forar

e The Tamil Nadu government has officially declared heatwaves a State-specific disaster.

mwﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁw-ﬁ&mm%wﬁmwﬁm
|

e An ex-gratia payment of ¥4 lakh has been announced for families of individuals who
die due to heat-related causes, including those involved in relief operations. T4 TG $1

3UE R B 990 3 URART & e 1 715 § ford Sewa Mt A Haftra sron 3§ 7R
ST 8, Fore rgd Sl § & T ot =nfie 6

e This declaration enables the government to provide immediate relief to those affected
by extreme temperatures during the severe April-May 2024 heat. Ug YU TRBR Dl
TP ATTAT I JHIIT T} 1 TepTel gd Ua 3 # HaH 911 6, fady ®u 9§
30-Ae 2024 T 1R T & ERM|

e The relief efforts will be funded through the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).

ed T & folu IsT 3mueT ufafehar HI9 (SDRF) &1 IUANT fham Sa |

e An official order stated that many regions in Tamil Nadu have recorded temperatures
exceeding 40°C, impacting public health significantly. U MBS MR T Bl T
o aftrerrg & Ps &sf H aTTH 40°C | 3if¥re <ot fobar T 8, o grdwife Wred W)
YR JHTT 1T 3

e Vulnerable populations, such as elderly, children, and individuals with pre-existing

health conditions, are at a higher risk. FHSNR FTHEGT, W for goif, 7=, oIk Ugd @
WA Jot gHEe ard @it S oieq H#
e As part of the relief measures, medical care, oral rehydration salts (ORS), and drinking

water kiosks will be provided in affected areas. XIgd Iur &b ded, uHTfad &= | fefeer
ST, 3NIRTH (R LTSI Aiee), 3R TSI B! Juasar JrAara o1 S|

e In April and May, the heat was most acute in urban areas like Chennai, Madurai, and
Thoothukudi due to the urban heat island effect caused by concrete and asphalt

absorbing heat. 30 3MR 7S & WS &= o 97, 'Fl'g'ﬁ' IR Tl o it aifdres o,
forrepT BHRUT 218t T €T TUTT AT, 58T Sebie 3R STHR TTH i aRNNd Hd B

e Regions like Madurai, Tiruchi, Vellore, Namakkal, Dindigul, and Krishnagiri with
barren rocky hillocks also experience high heat levels. 'F@? faedt, ey, 9P,
f&3h1a, oIk ponfify S & & dor vudie! ugtfsal g & HRur off oifde T Heg™
I &
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Citrus limon Osbeck, with a blossom visible. ELENA CHOCHKOVA (CC BY-5A4.0)

Medicinal foods: a category that is
missing from the regulator’s plate

Researchers have explored turmeric’s potential in laboratory tests and clinical trials, with many positive results. What may not be apparent to a

layperson, however is that the dose in which we consume turmeric as a spice is much lower than the dose in which it is used in therapeutic trials

GS Paper III
Megha

Bob Allkin
Varun Subramanya

ature’s bounty has provided

humans with a wide diversity of

plants that we consume daily as

food. In some Indigenous
knowledge systems, such as Ayurveda,
the same plants are also recognised as
medicines. Throughout the 2ist century,

hers di oA )

and drugs from plants used in traditional
medicine; today, the world is mining the
same plants and knowledge base for
wider health benefits.

Sustainable, natural products are
i ingly in demand as icals:
food ingredients with both nutritional and
pharmaceutical benefits and which
promote wellness. The authors of this
article ~ from the University of
Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and
Technology (TDU), Bengaluru and the
‘Plants for Health’ team at the Royal
Botanic Gardens in the U.K. - recently
conducted a study funded by the British
High Commission. We found that of the
7,564 medicinal species listed in 11
referenced sources, approximately a
quarter (1,788) were documented as food
as well as medicine.

Safety of foods as medicine

Although centuries of traditional use
provide empirical support for the use of
plants for medicinal purposes, many and
their derivatives can be found in the
market today in new combinations,
recipes, and applications that are far
removed from their prior classical use.
For instance, several herbs are available
in the form of pills today, but in antiquity,
a physician may have recommended
consuming them in the form of a
decoction in warm water. While
traditional use is generally safe as food,
are these new avatars safe as medicines as
well? How will plants be identified for
potential nutraceutical benefits? And who
will regulate the uses of a plant thatis a
food as well as a medicine?

Consider turmeric, the staple spice of
the Indian pantry. There is a rich store of
information from traditional sources as to
its therapeutic value and culinary use,
and a large volume of scientific studies of
both the whole rhizome as well as of one
of its better-known bioactives, curcumin.
From cancer to i i search

» % Nt

Women sifting through fresh turmeric at a market in Erode. GOVARTHAN M./THE HINDU

we found 21,033 different scientific plant
names were cited in the 11 reviewed
publications. But because of synonymy,
these names refer to just 7,564 different
plants - an issue that extends to the
scientific literature as well. These

Although centuries of traditional
use provide empirical support for
the use of plants as medicine,
many and their derivatives can
be found in the market today in

scientific add to the new combinations, recipes, and
for regulators; for consumers when they | applications that are far removed
are trying to find the relevant from their prior classical use
information; and for researchers when

they are comparing their findings related

to a plant across different scientific regulate plants and their derived

studies.

The scientific name of many life-forms
is binomial: the name of the genus and
the name of the species in that genus. For
example, in Homo sapiens, ‘Homo’ is the
genus and ‘sapiens’ is the species name.
For plants, the binomial name also
includes the name of the person who first
published that Latin name. This name,
however, is not fixed.

As collect more DNA and

have explored turmeric’s potential in
laboratory tests and clinical trials, with
many positive results. What may not be
apparent to a layperson, however, is that
the dose in which we consume turmeric
as a spice is much lower than the dose in
which it is used in therapeutic trials. It is
uncommon to find warnings attesting to
the fact that high daily doses of turmeric
can have toxic effects.

Of the 1,788 Indian food plants
identified by this work as being used as
both food and medicine, just over 5% (or
139 species) are documented in the 2017
Indian Food Composition Table (IFCT),
the official reference for the nutrient
value of used food ingredi

chemical evidence, plant taxonomists are
developing better insights into how plants
are related to one another and making
changes to the taxonomic hierarchy
accordingly. In this way, researchers
publish more than 10,000 changes to
plant scientific names every year.
Regulations of the way plants are named
also control how their subspecies,
varieties, and hybrids are specified in
scientific terms.

Thus, what is a ‘lemon’ to a pert

products, therefore, we need appropriate
use of scientific nomenclature. Since
plants show little respect for national
boundaries and many of the plants
consumed in India may have first taken
root in other countries, it is important for
regulatory and legal purposes to
acknowledge international efforts to
standardise plant nomenclature.

‘Thanks to COVID-19, many would have
heard about giloy or ashwagandha. These
names refer to two plants widely used in
Ayurveda. Fewer people, however, will be
aware that it is the stem of Tinospora
cordifolia (Willd.) Hook.f. & Thomson that
is used in giloy, and the root of Withania

lations for plant-based medicinal
foods?

This is an important question because
in a majority of countries, food and
medicine are regulated by separate
government agencies, and they don’t
acknowledge that the same plant can have
different uses. In six economies that we
examined - Brazil, China, the European
Union, India, the U.S., and the UK. - it
was observed that there was a distinct
regulator for food and nutrition and
another one for drug testing and
licensing. There were some exceptions:
for example, the Medicines and
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency,
the health regulator in the UK.,
recognises “border products” that
straddle the divide between food and
medicines.

In India, however, food is regulated by
the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) and drug-licensing by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO).

Drug regulators, unsurprisingly,
establish far higher requirements for
evidence for efficacy and safety than do

somnifera (L.) Dunal that is used in food regulators. There is no one simple
dha - both for medicinal approach to i evidence across
purposes. domains, yet current attempts to share
In the case of giloy, 1 uses of knowledge across I are currently
the leaves, fruits, and roots are also also hampered by their use of

mentioned in Ayurveda and folk
dicine. Such i i ding the

person would perhaps fully be described
as Citrus limon (L.) Osbeck to the botanist.
Unfortunately, this precision of labelling
and the nuances are rarely captured in

The Ayurvedic pharmacopoeia cites
herbal substances derived from 334
plants. The overlap of plant species
between the IFCT and the Ayurvedic
pharmacopoeia is more than 90%,
underscoring why consumers believe
ethnomedicines can be consumed as
food.

Discord and conflict

An analysis of the contents of the 11
published references threw up two other
problems with the listing of plants: (i) an
extraordinary level of discordance and
ambiguity in how scientific names are
used to refer to plants, and (ii) the lack of
information and conflicting evidence
about the plant parts to be used. In total,

tables. For example,
the IFCT 2017 catalogues ‘lemon’ simply
as Citrus limon, without indicating its
hybrid origin or mentioning which variety
of the listed species researchers studied.
In fact, imprecise or ambiguous plant
names were observed to the tune of 100%
in IFCT 2017 and 80% in the Ayurvedic
pharmacopoeia of India.

Need for standard names
This has serious implications for the
regulatory process — not just for human
health but also biodiversity conservation.
Climate change will likely have an
unequal impact on different plant
varieties and their nutritional value and
bioactivity.

To be able to consistently and reliably

relevant parts of each plant is rarely
included in the labels of consumer goods,
however. Where the scientific name is
mentioned, it is often incomplete or
misspelt.

Regulation by which regulator?

‘This is important from a nutritional
perspective as well. The leaves of
bhringaraj (Eclipta prostrata (L.) L) are
celebrated in Ayurveda for their ability to
promote good hair health and are
marketed as such in several products. The
same plant is also consumed as a green
leafy vegetable in certain parts of India,
and yet no nutrient information is found
in the IFCT 2017.

inconsistent and/or imprecise plant

names.

The health and wellness industry is set
to grow in the coming years as richer
economies age and people’s incomes
become more able to support investments
in natural plant products, which are
derived primarily from traditional
knowledge. To benefit producers and
consumers alike, the use of a
standardised, globally accepted, and
regularly updated plant nomenclature list
is essential.

(Megha is an associate professor of
Ayurveda biology and holistic nutrition and
Varun Subramanya is a scientist of
traditional knowledge, data science, and
informatics — both at The University of
Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and

are undoubtedly best ), Bengaluru.
placed to address i ing the gh du.edu.in, var edu.in.
toxicity of plant materials. But then by Bob Allkin is programme manager in the
which : those ible for Depa of Digital lution at the
food or those with a responsibility for Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew.
medicines? Further, do we need separate | b.allkin@kew.org)
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Medicinal foods: a category that is missing from
the regulator’s plate

3wy @re uard: ue vt 4ot <t e #t e |
a8

Researchers have explored turmeric’'s potential in laboratory tests and
clinical trials, with many positive results. What may not be apparent to
a layperson, however, is that the dose in which we consume turmeric
as a spice is much lower than the dose in which it is used in therapeutic
trials

Rrueaie 3 TaRTITET TREol 3R e wievi | gedl B &Hd BT udr
T B, foTe #% Ip RIS UfRumy |THA 3T € | §Tale, Th 3 Sfad $i
g I1d WY 81 81 A« 8 fb 80 79Ta & = q A gedt &1 A9 forg A &
Fd 8, 98 RIfreiia wevn # swue @ 9F ardt 9T S 959 $9 2

Nature’s bounty and the use of plants as food and medicine

WP fad TR 3R HIwH Tt 3ufy & =u o We 1 IuahT

e Nature has provided humans with a diversity of plants that we consume daily as food.

TP i § A B B3 UBR b WY AT g, 1% g0 e HivH & &0 & IuHMT ad 5|

e In some Indigenous knowledge systems, such as Ayurveda, the same plants are also
recognised as medicines.

S URUNS T gunerdl, S i amgde, & 7 dell &) 3w & =0 & off wgarmn T B

e Throughout the 21st century, researchers have discovered novel compounds and drugs
from plants used in traditional medicine.

21dY T & SR, WMedpdial 7 TRURES i H Ugad grel ¥ U Affe SR gargar
it § |

e Today, the world is mining the same plants and knowledge base for wider health
benefits.

3TN, T MU ATy arl & fore 361 el 3fiR I &1 ST & @ 381 3

Demand for sustainable, natural products

Tad, Wpfae ITgl S /i

e Sustainable, natural products are increasingly in demand as nutraceuticals.

Tdd, UIpTae Idma! o 4 H Yergfewed & = d gfg 81 & B
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° Nutraceuticals are food ingredients with both nutritional and pharmaceutical
benefits which promote wellness.

ggﬁmﬂ@{gm I g for diwr 3R sitwsha ST oy gia § S WA &) sgrar
|

e The authors from the University of Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology,
Bengaluru, and the 'Plants for Health' team at the Royal Botanic Gardens, U.K., recently
conducted a study funded by the British High Commission.

%.;.aﬁ WY BR g’ SIH & el = g1 81 § fafe<r =i gR1 faaaiivd ue i
I

e They found that of the 7,564 medicinal species listed in 11 referenced sources,
approximately a quarter (1,788) were documented as both food and medicine.

I5i- urn fo 7,564 situeha yenfaa) & T T Th-NYUTS (1,788) I HISH 3R 3ufy
S & ® U A g0l fbar T |

Safety of foods as medicine

YIS & =0 | Siufiray ot gream

e Centuries of traditional use provide empirical support for the use of plants for medicinal
purposes.

gﬁﬁ% URUNG IUANT I 3Nuiy Ie=al & forg delf & IuanT o1 urfites gwed= forear
[

e However, many are available in the market today in new combinations, recipes, and
applications that are far removed from their prior classical use.

BTdifep, 3ol B3 U1Y Y FITSTL, 1 3R STANN T IR & IUAs g Sl 370 URURS
IUTNT A HIBT AT

e For example, several herbs are available in the form of pills today, but in antiquity, they
might have been recommended as a decoction in warm water.

JETERUN & TG, 31Tl S Srel-gfeat Mifkral & ¥ # Judsy € wiaie Ui el § 3% TH
Ut & BTET SR 4 P TalTg ot S 2t

e While traditional use is generally safe as food, are these new forms safe as medicines as
well?

gﬁuﬁq&a&mﬁu@ YIS & =0 FRI& 8, 91 98 1Y U 3R] & &0 off GRidra
?

Identification and regulation of nutraceuticals

ergfewred o1 uga iR frau=

e Consider turmeric, the staple spice of the Indian pantry.

Fedl, YRATT IS &) U Hamer g
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e  There is a rich store of information from traditional sources as to its therapeutic
value and culinary use.

3% 3Ny U iR UTe ITANT & IR & URURS il  THHR! &1 HSR g

e Many scientific studies have been conducted on both the whole rhizome and its
bioactive compound, curcumin.

TR g 3R TGP Oid by T, SR TR B I LT by 7T |

e High doses of turmeric can have toxic effects, although this may not be apparent to a
layperson.

%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁwmummw%,mﬁ%mw%%%ﬁwﬁ
T

Overlap of food and medicine plants in Indian documentation

YR g&rael § e iR snuehy giel o1 siavely

e Of the 1,788 Indian food plants identified in this study, just over 5% (139 species) are

documented in the 2017 Indian Food Composition Table (IFCT). -
Y T § UgdM 7Y 1,788 R Wl Wil & A 5% I 31 (139 Usifadn) 2017
YR QTR [T diferedT (IFCT) T ol g

e The Ayurvedic pharmacopoeia cites herbal substances derived from 334 plants.

BTHIGITUAT 7 334 WYl I U gad UGl &1 Sod |

e The overlap of plant species between IFCT and the Ayurvedic pharmacopoeia is over
90%, underscoring the belief that ethnomedicines can be consumed as food.

IFCT 3R 3Mgdfae® wrfeIfar & di el &t gl o1 90% | 3ifie favau g,
o T8 fayra gy gian § i vy AfeRm & v & wu o Ja far o 9avar g

Discord and Conflict ﬁ'aTE Gﬁ? F'tTEf

e An analysis of the contents of the 11 published references revealed two problems with
plant listings: (i) a high level of discordance and ambiguity in how scientific names are
used, and (ii) lack of information and conflicting evidence on the plant parts to be used.
11 YT HeHT & Ireh & fazeiwor & diel &) it # & JHRm e 3fTs: () 9716
AT & ITANT H D SrIgHfed 3R ST, 3R (i) Gref & U & IR H SHBRI
SR Rl w1ed &t |

e Atotal of 21,033 different scientific plant names were cited in the 11 reviewed
publications, but due to synonymy, these refer to just 7,564 different plants. 11

THiféra gl § $d 21,033 faftr amfae wiel & 99 Igyd fv Y, afe
ARG AT & BRI Y Had 7,564 fIFUT Trel H7 Iwog Hd B

e This synonymy issue complicates things for regulators, consumers, and researchers

when comparing studies on plants. u‘gwﬂwaﬁwﬁﬁmﬁ, IuHiarai, 3R
Mematsit & g Nel R HErRE Bt o Hd JHY HISTsar el Sl 7
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e  The scientific name of many organisms is binomial, including the genus and
species. For example, in Homo sapiens,'Homo' is the genus and ‘sapiens’ is the species

hame. 3 Siidl T A= AT g giar 7, fSoras a=r 3Nk yeifa nfaa gidt g
IIERUI & oy, 5747 997w gAY 91 § iR AT yonfa &1 719 g |

For plants, the binomial name includes the name of the person who first published that

Latin name. However, this name isn't fixed. tﬁ‘*«ﬁ%ﬁm @?ﬂ:ﬂﬂ:lmﬁw?ﬂ%?ﬂ:lm
ym%wmmw%mﬁmmlm,%W@Rﬁ
I

With more DNA and chemical evidence, plant taxonomists are developing better
insights into plant relationships and updating the taxonomic hierarchy. 3{fI% SeAg
3R ITAS YHTOT & WY, Ui arifenur faRivg diel & Feiel § 9gar Sided fasRid o1
T § SR TR0 USTIHH BT STaH R 3 &

Over 10,000 changes are published annually in plant scientific names, which also
includes regulations on subspecies, varieties, and hybrids. &X HI<l 10,000 T it
FEaTd il & AT A1 & YH1RId 5id o, foras Jurenfad, fasei ofR G & forg of
o =i 81§

For example, what is a ‘lemon’ to a non-expert m|ght be fully described as Citrus /imon

(L) Osbeck to a botanist. 3GIEIU P U, U TR-faRIwg & forw ot =ﬁq - 3Y D
TR T RE ey faai7 @) S & B i B Tl B

IFCT 2017 catalogs ‘lemon’ simply as Citrus /imon without detailing its hybrid orlgln or

variety. STSUEHIY 2017 g &1 Had R w76 T4 § Yhids BT §, 395 AP
e 41 fbeq BT faaror fu fa

Imprecise plant names were observed at 100% in IFCT 2017 and 80% in the Ayurvedic

Pharmacopoeia of India. Wﬁ%ﬁ & T &I'I'Q"'Q'QT\"-'I'T?:;T 2017 H 100% 3R HRAI
Irgafes wHfeIfar § 80% W < U

Need for Standard Names
HES ATH B ATag DT

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The regulatory process faces serious implications due to the inconsistent naming of
plants, which affects human health and biodiversity conservation.

FRIES T Uforan TR Uleff & SRTTd ARl BT 1R THIG ISl &, S AIFd A SiR o
fafaerar wRemr o1 gvifad FaT 3

Climate change may unequally impact various plant varieties, affecting their nutritional
value and bioactivity.

Siararg uiad faftid tel &1 uefaal o SgHH &9 9 gHIfad R Il g, ot St
TIYT TuraNT SR Wi Afehadr & guifad S|

Standard scientific nomenclature is needed for consistently and reliably regulating plants
and their derived products.
grell 3R I ITGl B! AR SR 3y i ¥ Ffd H=a & fw 7= ox-e

ATHHUT Dt ARG Dl %I
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° Plants cross national boundaries, and many plants consumed in India may have
originated in other countries, highlighting the need for internationally standardized
plant names for regulatory purposes.

g HHar3ii BT IR B 3, SR WRA H IUHNT [T H a1t F3 qY 37 <=0 H I
1 TP 8, Sl I Il & oY SIaRRIPIA TR UR HHSIPpd ATH b1 SHTaIDhl Dl
CRIGES

e Due to COVID-19, plants like giloy and ashwagandha became well-known, yet few are
aware of their scientific names: the stem of Tinospora cordifolia is used for giloy, and
the root of Withania somnifera is used for ashwagandha.
HIfAS-19 F HRU AT 3R Srrer o N Ui 5T, AT 9% ITd T4 &) HH
NIUESIEG % Tinospora cordifolia T d-l i & %E 3R Withania somnifera &1 vig
3refEieT & foTT IUART b Sirelt 3

e In giloy's case, leaves, fruits, and roots are also mentioned in Ayurveda and folk
medicine for medicinal uses, but such specifics are rarely on consumer product labels.

frea & Aama ¥, emgde oiR die fafeer 396 U, wd, iR 518 &1 +ft siiwedia Suam
AT T §, TR ST IdTE dad WX T SIFHRT favd gt giclt o

e Even when scientific names are present, they are often incomplete or misspelled on
labels.

g T o o9 a1 A1 Iuasd BId &, 1 d et TR S{RR 37quf 31 e 81 g |

Regulation by which regulator?

o framme g1 fFaae

e This is important from a nutritional perspective as well.

Tg Wiy ¥ ¥ off Aeayuf |

e The leaves of bhringaraj (Eclipta prostrata (L.) L) are celebrated in Ayurveda for their
ablllty to promote good hair health and are marketed as such in several products.

‘I-FTT[G[(EcIlpta prostrata (L.) L)%qﬁaﬁ&mﬁzﬁa@amwaﬁméﬁaﬁ
& P foTT TRIGT T § 31R 38 Fs ISl H 39 0 H ST ofrl B

e The same plant is also consumed as a green leafy vegetable in certain parts of India,
and yet no nutrient information is found in the IFCT 2017.

YR & $6 oxal J S0t U1 FT ITUNT 881 TrieR Heoil & &0 H off g1a g, v oft IFcT
2017 ¥ 3THT O] et BT DRI 81 8

e Regulators are undoubtedly best placed to address questions regarding the toxicity of
plant materials.

e, el & arrht o1 fauredar 9 Jefd sl o I HA & fou Fame el
SUga 81 &

e But then by which regulator: those responsible for food or those with a responsibility for
medicines?

dAfh R forg Framme gRT: @TeT ugrdl & forw fSmieR a1 garsi & o fmieR?
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° Further, do we need separate regulations for plant-based medicinal foods?
D 31erTal, o1 g Ul uR et sitweft @mey ety & o srer e @t
3T 82

This is an important question because in a majority of countries, food and medicine are
regulated by separate government agencies, and they don't acknowledge that the
same plant can have different uses.

g U Heaqul Uy § Hiifds SHTRHTRT o=N H @Tey USTdT 3R garsfi o S{ehT- 3T IRBRY
Eﬁﬁ%’rm%ﬁtﬁamw% 3R 3 g el AHq 5 Uep & el o1 fafvrer ST 8
qHaT g

In six economies that we examined — Brazil, China, the European Union, India, the
U.S., and the U.K. — it was observed that there was a distinct regulator for food and
nutrition and another one for drug testing and licensing.

B o B8 SricaawiTsll &1 31eag fasar — sTelta, 9, QRGN 99, WRd, s,
3R fords — 3% uran A fob @Ry SR WivuT & o U fAfRiy Ao ot SR gar usieqor
3R AT/ & e v o7 g |

There were some exceptions: for example, the Medicines and Healthcare Products
Regulatory Agency in the U.K. recognises "border products” that straddle the divide
between food and medicines.

F 3uarg off 3: O fares o garsit ok Wra Ide fRamme Teidt diaid Il &
TRIaT et § S ey SR garedt & dfe faureH &) uR HRd B

In India, however, food is regulated by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) and drug-licensing by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO).

eI, WRd & WTel YTl o) MR Wel GRET 3NR AP UGV (FSSAI) §RT 3R
&a1 AR P Hea Sl A fra=or WeH (cpsco) gRT fafafid far S 3 |

Drug regulators, unsurprisingly, establish far higher requirements for evidence for
efficacy and safety than do food regulators.

3raRet T8t o nwft frares, wuTaesTRar 3R gRen & Tq1ed 3 forg W ot o)
I H Fal 31t I STaRgemarsit & wIfd #Rd g |

There is no one simple approach to integrating evidence across domains, yet current
attempts to share knowledge across regulators are currently also hampered by their use
of inconsistent and/or imprecise plant names.

S-S &1 T A1 B UHIPd B B Plg IR a1l Tl 5, fhr Ht Fame! & o=
T WIS HRA S IAHM YA, 7 SRR 3R/A1 SRUY N A & ITAN & HROT
EIRCEER

The health and wellness industry is set to grow in the coming years as richer

economies age and people’s incomes become more able to support investments in
natural plant products, which are derived primarily from traditional knowledge.

TITRA 3R HeT0T YN 3719 a7 a8 § §¢+ & g dUR § wifes et srdfoaawraif #
JSTIRIT TG I8! § AR AN BT 31T Urpfae uielf & Iaarel o fa=r &1 w9dq oxa o
& 81 38! ¢, Ot BT U ¥ yRuRe I 4 U 81 B
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e  To benefit producers and consumers alike, the use of a standardised, globally
accepted, and regularly updated plant nomenclature list is essential.

JdEH! R Juiadrsii gt & ary Ugam & o, U A@ied, affe v d Wieq,
3R FFrafia Tu A susSe Ft 9 arell el &1 AHHRr Y BT I =TS 3 |

The under-representation of women in the judiciary

IGS Paper |: Societ,

he absence of women in the judicial

system, which is glaring and widely

discussed, almost always revolves

around entry-level measures that are
aimed at ensuring that more women enter the
profession as lawyers/ judges. While such
entry-level measures are necessary, it is crucial to
recognise that this is insufficient to ensure the
continued support and encouragement and
retention of women in the judiciary.

The Supreme Court of India’s “State of the
Judiciary” report (2023) showed 36.3% of women
in the district judiciary, which is heartening. In 14
States, more than 50% of candidates successfully
recruited into the civil judge (junior) division
were women. However, at the higher levels, the
representation of women in the judiciary falls
short. As of January 2024, only 13.4% of judges in
the High Court and 9.3% judges in the Supreme
Court are women. Further, the representation of
women is uneven across High Courts, with States
which include Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Tripura and
Uttarakhand having either no women judges or
just one woman judge.

The situation in the Bar is also bleak. Data
published by the Department of Legal Affairs in
2022 show that approximately 15.31% of all
enrolled advocates are women. Although
comprehensive data in this regard has not been
made public by all State Bar Councils, women are
drastically under-represented as senior
advocates, advocates-on-record, and Bar Council
representatives. This results in a funnel effect,
creating a smaller pool of candidates who may be
able to establish themselves in the system and be
considered for elevation.

Policy gaps

The under-representation of women in the
judiciary is part of a vicious cycle. Women are
excluded while even those women who have
been included are unable to rise to positions of
power to address these concerns. Access for
women in the judiciary, therefore, is hindered at
two levels: entry and retention.

While several States have taken commendable
steps in ensuring that women enter the lower
levels of the judiciary, direct recruitment
continues to be a challenge for female aspirants.
The Judicial Service Rules of many States stipulate
that advocates must have a minimum period of
‘continuous’ practice for elevation to the Bench.
For women advocates who are required to juggle
family responsibilities in the absence of maternity
benefits and minimum stipends, meeting this
threshold is difficult.

However, even when women have managed to
enter the system, continued career growth
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becomes difficult in the face of a discouraging
and unsupportive environment which fails to take
into account their specific needs. There is a
continuously diminishing pool of women judges
eligible for elevation to the High Court, and
eventually the Supreme Court. This reverse
funnel effect is caused by transfer policies which
are often harsh and demanding, leaving little
room for negotiation or sensitivity towards
women’s continued responsibilities as primary
caretakers in the household.

Every day interactions within courts also cause
difficulties for women lawyers, judges and staff
working in the judiciary, due to the absence of
basic infrastructural requirements. A survey in
2019, by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
highlighted that nearly 100 district courts have no
dedicated washrooms for women. Multiple
courts, including prominent High Courts, lack
adequate washrooms even for women judges, let
alone for female staff, lawyers, or litigants. There
are only limited sanitary facilities and hygienic
waste disposal systems. The burden of familial
responsibilities continues to be the social reality
of women in India. With women expected to be
primary caretakers, courts must provide
family-friendly amenities including feeding rooms
and créches. However, although some courts
have taken steps in this regard, the limited
availability of resources results in restrictions
which render them ineffective. For example, the
Delhi High Court’s créche only caters to children
younger than six years.

Need for course correction

It is quite intuitive from the issues above that the
twin threshold of entry and retention of women
in judiciary as equal stakeholders to access is
important, but the solutions have been instituted
in silos. The main consequence is that the
problem persists as there are fewer women
represented in the higher echelons of the
judiciary, and far fewer amenities that enable
their access to court complexes for their
continued retention in the justice delivery
system.

This is a classic problem of the ever-widening
public-private divide espoused by Carole Pateman
in her theory wherein she points out that as
women increasingly entered the public sphere
traditionally occupied by men, there was a lag in
the laws as well. She further elaborates that this
public-private divide is the main reason why the
public sphere does not cater to the specific needs
of women upon their transition from the private
sphere to the public. This theory can be extended
to the design and regulation of the public sphere
as well, which is usually not a conducive
environment for women to thrive and feel safe.

Similarly, it is important to acknowledge that
as more women enter courts which have been
male-dominant institutions for a long time now, it
is all the more necessary to employ a female gaze
to implement inclusive policies to enable their
entry and retention. Simply put, the female gaze
in implementation means the employment of a
feminist lens to recognise the differential needs of
women and course-correct to diminish the
unintended impacts of neutral-yet indirectly
discriminatory policies and infrastructural
mandates. The employment of a female gaze
breaks the male standard view employed by an
all-male administrative committee of judges or
all-male Bar Councils, particularly in cases where
there is no women representation. This helps
further in an inclusive visualisation of how ‘public
spaces’ — in this case, courts and their access —
are constructed, aiding in the construction of a
lens through which gendered impact of policies
and mandates can be filtered to enable the entry
and retention of women in courts.

Prioritising women’s needs

Greater participation of women in the judiciary
must be driven by women-centric perspectives,
which identify specific issues hindering future
career growth and progress.

Former judge, Justice Hima Kohli, one of the
few women judges in the Supreme Court recently
noted the unconscious gender bias in courts
which results in women judges being sidelined in
administrative duties. This is highlighted by the
fact that according to information published on
High Court websites, none of the High Court
Building Committees aside from Delhi, Allahabad
and Himachal Pradesh currently has even a single
woman judge as a member. Infrastructure needs
for women are often de-prioritised as a result,
with ad hoc decisions such as the construction of
a single toilet block or a temporary waste disposal
bin being insufficient to address women’s needs.

Similarly, in the absence of adequate
representation in High Court Registries and
judicial academies, women’s perspectives and
experiences for policy-making, addressing bias
through gender-sensitisation training are not fully
taken into account.

A female-centric gaze would recognise and
prioritise the needs of women and allow for
greater support within the judiciary. Taking the
lived experiences and realities of women into
account would ensure that women'’s needs are no
longer invisibilised during policy-making.
Infrastructural amenities, gender-sensitive
recruitment and transfer policies, and adequate
training and support are crucial to ensure that the
judiciary lives up to its promise of empowering
women.

The under-representation of women in the judiciary

IrauTfereT | Afgarsi &1 & yfa«ida

The Absence of Women in the Judicial System

=gyt § Afgersi @1 srgufeufa
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e  The absence of women in the judicial system, which is glaring and widely
discussed, almost always revolves around entry-level measures aimed at ensuring that
more women enter the profession as lawyers/judges.

rTfereT H Afgarst & srgufufa, S Wy SR s &9 9 =i &1 fawd g, SRR
TR TR & U & U g & S 3% Afgarstt &l g ia/amads & w0 & i)
H va=1 YT R BT T el

e While such entry-level measures are necessary, it is crucial to recognize that this is
insufficient to ensure the continued support and encouragement and retention of
women in the judiciary.

BTdID 39 RE & URINP TR & IUTI AHTGIS 6, Tg A Hgdqul ¢ [ Arganieidsl
afgarsit T RO T9F, Ui SR 991 391 gAf3d o & fod I8 S g

State of the Judiciary Report (2023)
grautferaT o fRUfT Raid (2023)

e The Supreme Court of India's "State of the Judiciary” report (2023) showed 36.3% of
women in the district judiciary, which is heartening.

URA & GHIF @ic &t =arguriere] o fufar Raie (2023) & forer =raarferesr 7 36.3%
Afgensit &1 wfaffia exifar T 8, i S ¢l

e In 14 States, more than 50% of candidates successfully recruited into the c/vi/ judge
(Junior) division were women.

14 3741 8, 137 o757 (f79%) T H Theidgded Hell [T TTT 50% & 3iferes Iwiqar
Afgad df|
e However, at higher levels, the representation of women in the judiciary falls short.

BIelifop, I TRl IR AruIfereT | Afgansii &1 ufafa &H g

e As of January 2024, only 13.4% of judges in the High Court and 9.3% in the Supreme
Court are women.

SHaS} 2024 T, I AT | HAA 73.4% IR GHF Bid 4 9.3% Afgand ot |

e States including Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha,
Tripura, and Uttarakhand have either no women judges or just one.

fIeR, B<iiwTe, RS, AforgR, Aere, sifesm, ARt 8k SwRTEs o Il d ar at
DTS AR o el & U1 had U HigaT ool o

Women in the Bar
IR # Afgame
e The situation in the Bar is also bleak. Data published by the Department of Legal Affairs
in 2022 show that approximately 15.31% of all enrolled advocates are women.

IR ¥ 1 RUf PRSI §1 @777 779a] & /G4TeRT 2022 F UH1RIG ST 9 Ual 9adl &
f 1t doligrd aatal § TRTHT 15.31% AfRATS g

e Women are drastically under-represented as senior advocates, advocates-on-record, and

Bar Council representatives. e 1733?37_6’
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m@%ﬁf&ﬂ%waﬁ? FR IS FIal7E7] b ¥4 § Higad sgd o UfdHiea
|

Policy Gaps
Hifa siarTe

e The under-representation of women in the judiciary is part of a vicious cycle.

aruTieresT § Afgarsit &1 w8 ufafAfia T gham &1 fwr |

e Women are excluded while those included cannot rise to power positions to address
these concerns.

HIFEST ! STER W1 W § Siaics St /A &, 3 37 icrshl &) Gafdyd o & feorg wfek &
TSl I gl Ugd UTdl g |
e Access for women in the judiciary is hindered at two levels: entry and retention.

TferesT H Afearsif & ugd & Wkl R 1 gl 8: 3R §7 ve-77/

Recruitment Challenges
e Many States have taken commendable steps for women'’s entry into the lower judiciary,
yet direct recruitment remains a challenge.

Fs Idl A e arTereT & Afgarsi & uaw & forw WRigHa wer Io1U B, b +f U
yoff e e S g8 B

e Judicial Service Rules in many States require advocates to have a minimum period of
‘continuous’ practice for Bench elevation.
H3 Il H 1A G [T adidl @ §9 g7 geiaia e o AR 1 &1 gAad
31afe &t AN I & |

Work Environment
ST qraTaRur

e Continued career growth becomes difficult in an unsupportive environment that
fails to take into account women'’s specific needs.

3ATRG I aTaraRul § Afgarsii o faRy SMawadrsl &l ToR3ies HA J ITdh] HRIR
o gfted 8 ST |

e A reverse funnel effect diminishes the pool of women judges eligible for elevation
to the High Court and eventually the Supreme Court.
R B7er ga/1a 3= <araTerd SR idd: G HIE | Ut & forg ury afgarsit & s &
Ud Y Bl g

Basic Infrastructure Needs
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e  Nearly 100 district courts lack dedicated washrooms for women, as per a
2019 survey by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy.

1313 Fev B 77eT giferdids 2019 & WA&IUT & SR, TTHT 100 fora srareral o
Aigansll & e w#7/tT S5 § |

Many prominent High Courts lack adequate washrooms for women judges, staff,
lawyers, or litigants.

B3 TG F=7 g7 & Afgan STon, )T, aahbid, a1 drgan1iRal & forg 3fed 2areg
gfaensit &t st §1

Family-Friendly Amenities

ufvar-fo gfaumd

Courts must provide family-friendly amenities, including feeding rooms and
créches. ]

ST B BHST &H 3 Faorat uRaR-fm Jautd vem &=+t arfeu|

For instance, Delhi High Court’s créche only caters to children younger than six
years.
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Need for Course Correction

UR P STagmdl
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It is quite intuitive from the issues above that the twin threshold of entry and
retention of women in judiciary as equal stakeholders to access is important, but the
solutions have been instituted in silos.

SRIad G&| T U8 %! WY ¢ fob yraunferet & Afgarsi & waw ok 9 31 $1 ggd
ATILIH T AUl 8, TAfeh THTHT 3feRT- (e {3y T B

The main consequence is that the problem persists as there are fewer women
represented in the higher echelons of the judiciary and far fewer amenities that
enable their access to court complexes for their continued retention in the justice
delivery system.

T URUTH I8 § fob ot a1 §8 © i <arauTfereT & 9= UGl IR U Afgand
TafAfera Bt § 3R srgrerd URERY 0 3! Ugd 3R a1 ¥8q & e gfaend «f sga
HHEI

This is a classic problem of the ever-widening public-private divide espoused by
Carole Pateman in her theory, wherein she points out that as women increasingly
entered the public sphere traditionally occupied by men, there was a lag in the laws
as well.
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° She further elaborates that this public-private divide is the main reason why
the public sphere does not cater to the specific needs of women upon their transition
from the private sphere to the public.

IE AT §dTd & fob I8 SH-ATHT fAUTS 487 $RUT ¢ o Ardei-ie &= afganst o
fafRry Sewdl &1 & 18! @l

e This theory can be extended to the design and regulation of the public sphere as
well, which is usually not a conducive environment for women to thrive and feel safe.

=9 Rigid & Ao &7 & fewirs iR faf~raa= ao fawaifya fear st g g, st
AR IR Afgemsit & e JRfgma 7t g

Prioritising Women's Needs

Afeans Y el ) uryfdedr =T

e Greater participation of women in the judiciary must be driven by women-centric
perspectives, which identify specific issues hindering future career growth and
progress.

=TT # Afearsi B st wriierR) afgened & 4fd efd®io gr1 fdRa g
TR, ST 3 AT HRAR e SR woifar & arem STe= ard ggi &1 ugaH &<l ¢

e Former judge, Justice Hima Kohli, one of the few women judges in the Supreme
Court, recently noted the unconscious gender bias in courts which results in women
judges being sidelined in administrative duties.
ud e, S i Siee, o) giH o1 A o AR A A ue § 3
BTl g1 # SrgTerd] # Sradad ot WeHTa i e fohar o wfgen =amaredr=r e
ST H ST B S § |

e This is highlighted by the fact that according to information published on High Court
websites, none of the High Court Building Committees aside from Delhi, Allahabad
and Himachal Pradesh currently has even a single woman judge as a member.

Ig 39 7 U UHIRIG Bl ¢ [ faeetl, gamerarg ok fenmaa uewr & sieax #ig +ft
TS BIC Yo ATAfa § Pig Afea ArTedi=r ¥e 781 5|

e Infrastructure needs for women are often de-prioritised, with ad hoc decisions such
as the construction of a single toilet block or a temporary waste disposal bin being
insufficient to address women’s needs.

Afgansi & forg giamdl e 3t TRevd SRR ARl gl 8, O Uhd MNATad sdid Bl
fAafor o7 s SRT fAge= o=

e Similarly, in the absence of adequate representation in High Court Registries and
judicial academies, women'’s perspectives and experiences for policy-making and
gender-sensitisation training are not fully taken into account.

T TR, 7T HIE IATRAT 3R =l sreprefRm § gurdt ufafifie ot srgufRufa &
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Solar, a game changer in women’s empowerment

|GS Paper II: Women ]
U ntil Charles Fritts installed the first rooftop

photovoltaic solar array using 1%-efficient

selenium cells on a roof in New York City
in 1884, the sun was a humble driving force
behind photosynthesis, evaporation, and
countless natural processes. Today, apart from
being the major factor in the climate patterns that
sustains life on earth, it is also a transformative,
democratising force in electricity generation.
Distinct from traditional sources such as coal, oil,
gas, nuclear, and hydropower, which require
extensive infrastructure and intermediary
transmission lines, solar energy can now be
harnessed directly at its point of use — in homes.
It is now a home product.

The impact of decentralisation
Decentralisation of power generation has
significant implications for both environmental
sustainability and societal structures. The ability
to generate energy close to where it is consumed
unlocks a cascade of benefits beyond mere
convenience. Socially, economically, and
developmentally, solar places power — literally
and figuratively — into the hands of individuals
and communities, breaking down barriers that
have long excluded them from the energy
economy. This shift empowers people,
particularly women, making them direct
participants in the economy and catalysts for
change.

Women often bear the brunt of poor energy
access, impacting their health, safety, and
economic potential. Solar addresses this. In
Gujarat’s Little Rann of Kutch, women salt
farmers have transitioned from expensive diesel
to solar pumps, boosting their income by 94%
and reducing CO: emissions by up to 1,15,000
metric tons annually. Initiatives such as the
Barefoot College (India), the Grameen Shakti
(Bangladesh), and Solar Sister (Africa) empower
women to become solar engineers, benefiting
millions and improving community health and
safety. For example, We Care Solar’s suitcases
reduced perinatal deaths by 72% in Uganda’s
health centres.

Solar, especially through localised solutions, is
advancing women’s financial inclusion and
enabling income generation directed towards

Nikhil Kumar

a climate
communications
professional

Karan Mangotra

leads partnership at
International Solar
Alliance

For solar energy
to truly
empower
communities,
policy must be
equitable,
positioning
women not just
as beneficiaries
but also as
change agents

education, health care, and other essential
activities. By integrating women across the value
chain - from end-users to entrepreneurs — solar
is driving societal progress and elevating the
status of women. In fact, solar employs more
women than any other energy sector. In 2022, the
solar photovoltaic industry alone provided jobs to
around 4.9 million people, with women
accounting for 40% of the workforce. With India’s
ambitious renewable targets, the sector is
expected to create three million new jobs by
2030, offering significant opportunities for
women if the current trends hold. No other
energy project comes close to this potential.

Clean and scalable but there are challenges
Solar also uplifts marginalised communities.
Unlike coal, which has impoverished
resource-rich regions, solar offers a sustainable
path forward. India’s coal mining districts
exemplify the ‘resource curse’, where local
communities suffer from poor health, education,
and living conditions, with over 50% in poverty.

Distributed solar systems link energy
production with community well-being, driving
climate resilience. Off-grid projects provide clean
energy to areas without traditional electricity,
supporting economic development in rural
regions. Rooftop installations and mini-grids offer
scalable, eco-friendly solutions, creating local
jobs without the environmental impact of
large-scale projects.

Effective community engagement is crucial for
the success of these projects. For instance, in
India, formalised community institutions such as
self-help groups, farmer-producer organisations,
and panchayati raj institutions are integral to
village infrastructure planning. Where formal
structures are absent, rural energy committees
can oversee mini-grid operations, encompassing
everything from planning and installation to tariff
determination and maintenance, which ensure
that energy access is thorough and benefits the
entire community.

As solar technology progresses, three
challenges persist: geographical imbalance, with
most investments concentrated in developed
nations leaving developing countries, particularly
Africa, lagging; sectoral imbalance is evident as

large-scale solar farms receive the majority of
funding while smaller, crucial applications such
as solar pumps and cold storages are overlooked;
manufacturing concentration in just two
countries disrupts supply chains and inflates
prices, a problem set to intensify with rising
global demand. The challenge at the home level
will be to ensure easy availability and
affordability of solar. This will require robust
government and market support.

The second is to focus on the life cycle of solar
technologies, with an emphasis on recycling and
circularity to manage waste. Establishing clear
guidelines for processing solar photovoltaic
materials is vital, ensuring that they contribute to
sustainability rather than exacerbate waste
issues. A robust framework should mandate
producer responsibility and involve government
and end-of-life management collaboration,
fostering efficient recycling and encouraging
recyclability. Additionally, exploring mobile
recycling plants and implementing stringent
waste management processes are crucial for
enhancing the environmental and economic
health of the solar sector.

Policies and gender

A just energy transition is more than a shift from
fossil fuels to renewables. It is about ensuring that
all communities, especially those historically
sidelined, benefit from the change. For solar
energy to truly empower communities, it must be
inclusive and equitable, positioning women not
just as beneficiaries but also as pivotal change
agents. This necessitates a re-evaluation of energy
policies through a gender lens.

Current national-level electricity access
policies often lack this perspective, limiting their
effectiveness in combating inequality. It is crucial
for electrification initiatives to integrate with
sectors such as agriculture, forestry, and rural
development to form a holistic approach to
energy access. This integration helps to dismantle
the systemic barriers that disproportionately
affect women, fostering a more inclusive energy
economy. With this, we can ensure that solar
supports environmental sustainability, drives
socio-economic development, and becomes a
true catalyst for a liveable planet.

Solar, a game changer in women’s empowerment
AR S, Afgar axrfdas<or § T g81 uRad+

e Until Charles Fritts installed the first rooftop photovoltaic solar array using 1%-
efficient selenium cells on a roof in New York City in 1884, the sun was a humble
driving force behind photosynthesis, evaporation, and countless natural processes.
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e Today, apart from being the major factor in the climate patterns that sustain life on
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Earth, it is also a transformative,
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electricity generation.
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e Distinct from traditional sources such as coal, oil, gas, nuclear, and hydropower, which
require extensive infrastructure and intermediary transmission lines, solar energy can
now be harnessed directly at its point of use — in homes.

3R AT CIITHR TSI B A & 5, IR SHoll 3 We ST & foig W - o= | e

SYIRT SIS Fhell g |
e Itis now a home product.
g 3F TP I IUTG a1 T 2
The impact of decentralisationfd®EIHRUT BT YHTT

e Decentralisation of power generation has significant implications for both
environmental sustainability and societal structures.
Solt SedTeH @1 faddievr yatavoiia fRrear ik arfore wvearel w® agayut
WHTT STeraT 3

e The ability to generate energy close to where it is consumed unlocks a cascade of
benefits beyond mere convenience.

Folt BT IAUTEH I8! U | B B &1, ST T SUHIT gIdT 8, bad Jfaur d
3T P8 ATHY T ART U= Bl B

e Socially, economically, and developmentally, solar places power — literally and
figuratively — into the hands of individuals and communities, breaking down
barriers that have long excluded them from the energy economy

T, nfde SR fapraeas wu 3, ﬁ?wﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁwgm‘ré?wﬁﬁw%
@I g, Ol I e 0T T St 3rfcqawr § €183 1@+ arell dreredf & dig 3t o

e This shift empowers people, particularly women, making them direct participants in
the economy and catalysts for change.

g gedTd a3, faxivey afgarsit o) J=red a9maT 2, S 9 srfogawn § T
HRNGR ) € 3R IR & IARS & Y H B Bl 2

e Women often bear the brunt of poor energy access, impacting their health, safety,
and economic potential.

fRATE R SHoit &1 WRTH U BT WIFHATST YITeledl 8, S ST WA, JREM 3R
A &maT BT THIFAd Rl g |

e In Gujarat’'s Little Rann of Kutch, women salt farmers have transitioned from expensive
diesel to solar pumps, boosting their income by 94% and reducing CO, emissions by
up to 1,15,000 metric tons annually.
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° Initiatives such as Barefoot College (India), Grameen Shakti (Bangladesh), and
Solar Sister (Africa) empower women to become solar engineers, benefiting millions
and improving community health and safety.

Wpe Prasl (URd), TTHIT AfRT (@raresn i Tier Rex (3npieT) okt ugd
Afgarsl o HR SR 974 o1 SHR Gt §, foras Rl il ! Ay e g $iiR
AT TRy 3R YR&T & YUR BT 8|

For example, We Care Solar’s suitcases reduced perinatal deaths by 72% in Uganda’s
health centres.

IeTER0T & forg, ft R WeR & Gebd A ST & WA Hgl T 72% UFqabTe Hial
&I HH fhar g

Solar, especially through localised solutions, is advancing women'’s financial
inclusion and enabling income generation directed towards education, health care,
and other essential activities.

RITHTG AT & A1end | fORiy © 0 & 9k S, afganst @t faxdta guk=e @ 5e1
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By integrating women across the value chain — from end-users to entrepreneurs —
solar is driving societal progress and elevating the status of women.

e e o afgars &t sifaw Swareatsit F dwr Suftr a@ e w3, IR
St AT TTfG b1 R R T8 B 3R Afganah ot fufd &1 9g1 3 31

In fact, solar employs more women than any other energy sector.

IRaa B, TR ot faredt off 3 St & &Y garmn & e ufgemait &Y Asvr 3t 31

In 2022, the solar photovoltaic industry alone provided jobs to around 4.9 million
people, with women accounting for 40% of the workforce.

2022 H IR Bicovoltasd I 7 b THIT 4.9 faferas A &Y AR ueH fora,
fSraw wfgesi &1 anre= 40% AT

With India’s ambitious renewable targets, the sector is expected to create three

million new jobs by 2030, offering significant opportunities for women if the current

trends hold.

UIRT & HgdIDia TAHI0g dedl & 1Y, 39 &= H 2030 a9 i fAfera ¢ IR
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No other energy project comes close to this potential.
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Clean and scalable but there are challenges
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° Unlike coal, which has impoverished resource-rich regions, solar offers a
sustainable path forward.

DT, S TAEH-TGG & B RIS DT 3R & 1, MR U Feld AR Y& Sl g |

e India’s coal mining districts exemplify the ‘resource curse’, where local communities
suffer from poor health, education, and living conditions, with over 50% in poverty.
HRA & ST G- &F "1 SR BT ISTER0 &, S8l T THard! &l 50% A
3iftrer Tt B TRy, Rie, 3R e @t @xie RUf 1 WHE1 A1 uSar B

e Distributed solar systems link energy production with community well-being, driving
climate resilience.

faaRa dieR Rew SHoif IdTe &1 AeRS Hearor 3R STedr] aeiara= & 9y sied
&l

e Off-grid projects provide clean energy to areas without traditional electricity,
supporting economic development in rural regions.
3iTp-firg Uioide URURS foeielt § dferd & & e Sl Ua rd g SR arior &3t o
nfde faera &1 grda ¢d &)

e Rooftop installations and mini-grids offer scalable, eco-friendly solutions, creating
local jobs without the environmental impact of large-scale projects.

T el SRR R fB-fre Whaad sk uafarur rged THIYT U $Rd 8, o
fo1 o8 Y9 Y uRaiomei & Tafaruft UHTd & R ISR Jird 8l |

Effective community engagement is crucial for the success of these projects

3 uRaieHTe 1 gwadar & fore yuTdt argeiRe yrfier sraxa® @

e Forinstance, in India, formalised community institutions such as self-help groups,
farmer-producer organisations, and panchayati raj institutions are integral to village
infrastructure planning.

IeTERU & forg, YRA H a4 GgradT 9qg, fraH-3drgs e, 3R temaed I
Wmﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ@%aﬁmﬁwn@mﬁuﬁ%l

e Where formal structures are absent, rural energy committees can oversee mini-grid
operations, encompassing everything from planning and installation to tariff
determination and maintenance, which ensure that energy access is thorough and
benefits the entire community.

FR Dl g, Ao I AHR RITYT, Yedb YR SR TeR@19 I MAS §, 51 ol B1 Ugd
IR Flt § SR R TSR HI a1y ugar § |

Challenges in Solar Technology Development

HIeR ae-iot fasra | gHifaar

e Three challenges persist: geographical imbalance, with most investments concentrated in
developed nations leaving developing countries (particularly Africa) lagging.
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e Sectoral imbalance is evident as large-scale solar farms receive the majority of funding

while smaller, crucial applications such as solar pumps and cold storages are
overlooked.

Y 3R S HSRUT SRt BIET AfthT Hedqu! STaIHATE ToRSAEIS HI e 3|
e Manufacturing concentration in just two countries disrupts supply chains and inflates
prices, which will intensify with rising global demand.

$HAd gl 2N T STGT BT PAIDHRUT Y[ YT I FIIT Bl § AR BIAC! DI TG &,
S afyyes | Sg7 & 1Y 3R THR 8 S|

e Ensuring easy availability and affordability of solar technology will require robust
government and market support.
TR AP B! FaAHdT R JAYT AT FA & [ IRBRY SR TR ga0dT o1
3{TaRg el gt |

Sustainability and Recycling in Solar Technologies

TIeR dP-1o] # fRURCT 3R G0

e A focus on the life cycle of solar technologies with an emphasis on recycling and
circularity is needed to manage waste effectively.
IR AH-NDb! B OG- T TR HH Disd HIAT 3R TAIHUT qUT JATHTRGT TR SR ST
T § dTfeh ek BT Al I Yeed a1 S 9 |

e Establishing clear guidelines for processing solar photovoltaic materials is vital, ensuring
that they contribute to sustainability rather than exacerbate waste issues.

IR Bleldieers® Il & UEEHRul & forg Wy fazm-Fdw wuifid &3 smaxass § aife
T fRRAT & TFTeM ¢ 3R B &) 9/ &I A |

e A robust framework should mandate producer responsibility and involve government
and end-of-life management collaboration, fostering efficient recycling and
encouraging recyclability.

TS ORI el fratar ot e ok RSR U Siad-%- 3id YU & JgaN o
AT HY, oY Y ur & Uiere |

Policies and Gender

ifcrat v Affrepar

e Ajust energy transition is more than a shift from fossil fuels to renewables; it ensures
that all communities, especially historically sidelined ones, benefit from the change.
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° For solar energy to truly empower communities, it must be inclusive and
equitable, positioning women as pivotal change agents, not just beneficiaries.

IR Sl &b GRT TR P dRad § A= S & o 38 FaTasht 3k AT snumid
B TR, Forgw wfgemt Ryds anndf 78t afes wiE sgama wele )

Current national-level electricity access policies often lack a gender perspective, limiting
their effectiveness in combatmg inequality.

ST TR BT qdH faggd Ugd Afadl H SRR dAR® ef¥eior 31wt gidt 5, oy st
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It is crucial for electrification initiatives to integrate with sectors such as agriculture,
forestry, and rural development to form a holistic approach to energy access.

Py, aifet, 3R arfior faswTa S &3 & A1y faggd Ugd & Siie-l Sl Ugd & 1ol Th
Y DI ST ST & |

This integration helps to dismantle systemic barriers that disproportionately affect
women, fostering a more inclusive energy economy.

T8 UPIHRUT 3 YU STemafl &l g2 H & Hag HRdl § ol Afearsi IR e gua
a8, oY T 31w g Sot srfeaawr &1 fAAfur giar g1

This approach will ensure that solar supports environmental sustainability, drives
socio-economic development, and becomes a true catalyst for a liveable planet.
9 RPN I g8 AT g s Tier yatarefta fRRan, arferes- snfie fawma &1
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The burgeoning expenditure of elections

What is the difference between the election expenditure limits for candidates and political parties in India? How does the US. handle election financing, and

what role do Super PACs play? Why is curbing the illegal distribution of cash to voters crucial?

GS Paper |l: Elections

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he total expenditure for U.S.
presidential and Congressional
elections in November 2024 is
estimated at around U.S. $16
billion (equivalent to %1,36,000 crores).
According to the Centre for Media Studies
(CMS), the total expenditure by various
political parties for the general election to
Lok Sabha this year was around
%1,00,000 crores.

What are the limits in India?

The election expenditure limit for
candidates is ¥95 lakh per Lok Sabha
constituency in larger States and ¥75 lakh
in smaller States. With respect to
Legislative Assemblies, they are ¥40 lakh
and 328 lakh for larger and smaller States
respectively. These limits are set, from
time to time, by the Election Commission
(EC). There are no limits on the
expenditure of political parties during
elections.

What are international standards?

In the U.S., the financing for elections
happens primarily by contributions from
individuals, corporations, and political
action committees (PAC). While there are
limits on individual and PAC
contributions to candidates, various
judgments of the U.S. Supreme Court
have resulted in the creation of Super
PACs on which there are no limits for
spending. Out of the estimated
expenditure in the November 2024
election cycle, around $5.5 billion is
estimated to be spent on the presidential
election. The balance is around $10.5
billion on elections to the House of
Representatives and Senate of the U.S.

Congress. This humungous raise is due to
large donations by organisational donors
and Super PACs.

In the U.K., a political party is allowed
to spend £54,010 for each constituency
they contest. This translates to a limit of
£35 million for parties contesting all
constituencies. There are also limits
placed on candidates’ spending during
the campaign period. It translates, per
constituency, to an average of £46-49,000
during the long campaign period
(beginning five months before the full
term of the House of Commons ends) and
£17-20,000 during the short campaign
period after elections are announced.

What are the challenges?

Elections across the world democracies
have become very expensive. Such
increased expenditure that is met
primarily through large donations creates
an unholy nexus between the elected
representatives and donors who seek
favours. This acts as an entry barrier into
electoral politics for many well-meaning
citizens.

Behind the curtains: In India, candidates from all major parties breach the election expenditure limits
by a wide margin. FILE PHOTO

In India, candidates from all major
political parties breach the election
expenditure limits by a wide margin.
Further, there are no limits on political
party spending during elections. The
official expenditures declared by the BJP
and Congress for the 2019 election were
31,264 crores and 3820 crores,
respectively. However, according to a
report by the CMS, 350,000 crore was
spent by various parties during the 2019
election.

The report suggests that 35% of this
money was spent on campaigns and
publicity, while 25% was illegally
distributed among voters. The CMS has
estimated that spending during the 2024
election by various political parties was
close to %1,00,000 crores. Such inflated
election expenditure fuels corruption,
resulting in a vicious cycle.

What can be possible reforms?

The Indrajit Gupta Committee (1998) and
the Law Commission report (1999) have
advocated for State funding of elections.
This would mean the government

partially bears the election expenditures
of candidates nominated by recognised
political parties. However, the feasibility
and mechanism for implementing this
measure are doubtful in the present
context.

Simultaneous elections are touted as a
panacea for addressing the issue of rising
election expenditures. There are
challenges on account of principles of
federalism and constitutional
amendments to this idea that need to be
debated. It must also be noted that this
mechanism may rein in campaign and
publicity expenditure to some extent.
However, without curbing the illegal
distribution of cash to voters, any form of
simultaneous election will not have a
significant impact on election
expenditure.

In this regard, certain practical steps to
create a level playing field regarding
election expenditure can be implemented
if there is political will. These are based
on the EC’s 2016 report on ‘Proposed
Electoral Reforms.’. Firstly, the law must
be amended to explicitly provide that
“financial assistance’ by a political party
to its candidate should also be within the
candidate's prescribed election
expenditure limits. Secondly, there
should be a ceiling on political party
expenditures. This may be kept at not
more than the expenditure ceiling limit
provided for a candidate multiplied by the
number of candidates of the party
contesting the election. Finally, additional
judges may be appointed in High Courts
for the speedy disposal of election-related
cases, which would act as a deterrent
against violating these norms. These
reforms would require bipartisan political
support and need to be expeditiously
implemented.

Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

The burgeoning expenditure of elections

g1l BT g&dl @Y

What is the difference between the election expenditure limits for
candidates and political parties in India? How does the U.S. handle
election financing, and what role do Super PACs play? Why is curbing
the illegal distribution of cash to voters crucial?

YR A SRNear] iR e gal & fore gara @d & Wfwr & «ar
3R 82 M1 gATa Ayl & & FHTear §, 3N Juv feeht «ar
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In India, candidates from major
political parties frequently
exceed the election
expenditure limits set by the
Election Commission. These
limits are meant to regulate
spending and prevent undue
influence, but they are often
disregarded.

v

Inthe U.S., spending is largely
driven by Super PACs with no
spending limits. The U.K. has
strict caps on both party and
candidate expenditures.

v

Rising election costs in India,
as well as globally, create
significant challenges. In India,
inflated election expenditures
foster a deep-rooted nexus
between politicians and
donors, creating entry barriers
for genuine candidates without
deep financial backing.
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YftrepT fruTd 82 gagrarsii ot Addl & Sra e fIavur R Id T
| Heayul §?

e The total expenditure for U.S. presidential and Congressional elections in
November 2024 is estimated at around U.S. $16 billion (equivalent to ¥1,36,000
crores). ARDT & AFUf iR SR & gATGT F AT TdaR 2024 F o @I TIHTA
$16 fIfera (21,36,000 FRIS P TRIER) AT B

e According to the Centre for Media Studies (CMS), the total expenditure by various
political parties for the general election to Lok Sabha this year was around
1,00,000 crores. FIfSHAT WIS Tex (CMS) & SR, T a8 AIHTHT & 3MH FAG & [og
fafr IoFfa® gal gRT & @d TTHT 21,00,000 RIS AT

What are the limits in India? HRd & ?ﬁ'l:lTl'{ T %'?

e The election expenditure limit for candidates is ¥95 lakh per Lok Sabha constituency in
larger States and ¥75 lakh in smaller States. S IS0l § SFIGAR] & [o1T TG W AT
Ufd AIHTHT & 95 ARI 3R B Il | 375 TRA ¢

e With respect to Legislative Assemblies, they are ¥40 lakh and ¥28 lakh for larger and

smaller States respectively. faymgyTei & F’C{?-f ff, gg a@; I B 1%112 240 IRG 3R B
It & forw 228 AT B

e These limits are set, from time to time, by the Election Commission (EC). B W

Y -G TR FA1G 3TART (EC) gRT FRufid o1 St B

e There are no limits on the expenditure of political parties during elections. ﬂ’l’lﬁﬁ &

R ISP Gl b T UR Pis ST g1 8

What are international standards? GI?IW'@TI HIHAD HT %'?

e Inthe U.S, the financing for elections happens primarily by contributions from
individuals, corporations, and political action committees (PAC). 3T ﬁﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂl
foa divur g U § sfdad, dufal $iR AeHifde dRars Srifadl (PAC) & IFTeM o
BT gl

e While there are limits on individual and PAC contributions to candidates, various
judgments of the U.S. Supreme Court have resulted in the creation of Super PACs on

which there are no limits for spending. Safer SHfieaR! & afdTd 3R PAC & TNTEH WR
ar ¥, 3rfvest goitn &1¢ & fafts el 3 g pAC & Fafor o1 afkom fean 8, A w®
e B IS A T B

e Out of the estimated expenditure in the November 2024 election cycle, around $5.5
billion is estimated to be spent on the presidential election. TdsR 2024 & JA1d b o

S T & | @ $5.5 fafera gufa g W WE §F B SuH g
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e  The balance is around $10.5 billion on elections to the House of
Representatives and Senate of the U.S. Congress. Y TIHT $10.5 fafera smfvaT
HIY S Ui guT 3R A & FE )R B

This humungous raise is due to large donations by organisational donors and Super

PACs. 39 faund 3fG &1 SR WiTa-TES grarsil 3fiR goR PAC gRT U T &S &H & |
In the U.K., a political party is allowed to spend £54,010 for each constituency they

contest.@%ﬁﬁ,WWW@WW%%W%QOWWW@
SHfa & o 9 g9 asd ]|

This translates to a limit of £35 million for parties contesting all constituencies. g gt

fyafem &= & gAra @A aral <@l & for £35 faifera &1 Jiw & asia 8T ]

There are also limits placed on candidates’ spending during the campaign period.

AT 31afY & SRM IRiicar! & T W off dHe B

It translates, per constituency, to an average of £46-49,000 during the long campaign
period (beginning five months before the full term of the House of Commons ends) and
£17-20,000 during the short campaign period after elections are announced. g Ufd

yatas & & dell 3 3@fd & SR £46-49,000 SR I &1 U & &1 BT
SR 3fafd & SR £17-20,000 3T BiaT 5|

What are the challenges? ﬂT-ﬁﬁ'Cff?ﬂT e

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Elections across the world democracies have become very expensive. fay @1 AwdiAs
g1t H g1T 9gd HeT 81 T |

Such increased expenditure that is met primarily through large donations creates an
unholy nexus between the elected representatives and donors who seek favors. ERE

T, off T U A 53 [ 9 ferar g, Faffaa ufafaftm $iik ger =g are grarsit & sk
TH Jfod Y SAar g |

This acts as an entry barrier into electoral politics for many well-meaning citizens. 8 $g

3w IR ATd ANTRSD| & g FATdT eI H T 9187 & 0 H B HRal g |

In India, candidates from all major political parties breach the election expenditure limits

by a wide margin. HRd H, T U@ ISHIfA® gal & SHIGAR g9 Wd ITHT &I g8 THH
R I PRl 5
Further, there are no limits on political party spending during elections. S AT,

TG} b SR IASHIGD gal P T W Blg GHAT 8] 8

The official expenditures declared by the BJP and Congress for the 2019 election
were ¥1,264 crores and ¥820 crores, respectively. 2019 & gA1d & 1%111 HTSIUT 3R B
RT O 3T We HHRE: 31,264 FS 3R 3820 HRIS Y|

However, according to a report by the CMS, ¥50,000 crore was spent by various
parties during the 2019 election. gTdifer, CMS &1 RUiE & SR, 2019 %%fna F R
faftr el gRT 250,000 HRIS W fbU 7T |
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e  The report suggests that 35% of this money was spent on campaigns and
publicity, while 25% was illegally distributed among voters. fare o1 gid g fF BRI
T BT 35% TAR AT 3R TR H G b 711, 6y 25% $HdY FU § Faararst o
SieT |

e The CMS has estimated that spending during the 2024 election by various political
parties was close to ¥1,00,000 crores. CMS q STFHT < T & T faftrst Iorifas aat
GRT 2024 & 19 & GRIF Wd B9 21,00,000 BRIS AT

e Such inflated election expenditure fuels corruption, resulting in a vicious cycle. Q@ra%gq

A WE O YPTEAR &1 de1al fHedT €, off U gSash Sd Bl g |

Possible Reforms

Tytfad gur

e The Indrajit Gupta Committee (1998) and the Law Commission report (1999) have
advocated for State funding of elections. This would mean the government partially
bears the election expenditures of candidates nominated by recognised political parties.

Soond T IrAfd (1998) SR fafd sma &t Ruld (1999) 7 FAmET & fog o faaquivor o1
RGN B § | SUHT ATAT BN b TRBR GRT AT UK oI Gal gRT AHifdbd
ITHGAR! & TG T BT $S oxdl g BT

e However, the feasibility and mechanism for implementing this measure are doubtful in
the present context.

BT, aaa Yoo B 39 IUR &Y AR R P agddl 3R oF Tfer g

e Simultaneous elections are touted as a panacea for addressing the issue of rising
election expenditures.

THAIR ATal &) dd IA1d Td & T, B g B & o1g IASTIT T ST 6T 3

e There are challenges on account of principles of federalism and constitutional
amendments to this idea that need to be debated.
39 faaR R Gudre & Rigidl 3R Gaufe G2eHl & deuf § o gfaal 8 9 R 789
@1 SHTaIHAT 3|

e |t must also be noted that this mechanism may rein in campaign and publicity
expenditure to some extent.

Tg off eI 31 =R b T o TR 3R TeR T ) $9 8¢ deb (uifd B T |

e However, without curbing the illegal distribution of cash to voters, any form of
simultaneous election will not have a significant impact on election expenditure.

gTaifas, ATl & 3y Thd! faaR0 W i @ for, farsht off TpR & TR g9
1 A G R HEaqul UHTd el T |

Practical Steps

TGRS HGH
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e  The law must be amended to explicitly provide that ‘financial assistance’ by
a political party to its candidate should also be within the candidate's prescribed
election expenditure limits.

DA T G B I8 WY FU Q Y[GYH gH1 Mg ¥ fob Teb Db gel gRT S04
mﬁ%mﬁﬂﬂéﬁ?ﬂnm'ﬁma?ﬁ%ﬁmwaﬁm%mﬂmﬁ
|

e There should be a ceiling on political party expenditures. This may be kept at not more
than the expenditure ceiling limit provided for a candidate multiplied by the number of
candidates of the party contesting the election.

oI al & Wi R U ST 811 A1fed | 39 U SHiqdR & fore Fuffed o S 3
Wﬁwwaﬂﬁﬁwm%wa@mﬁmﬁmﬁwaﬁwﬁ
|

e Finally, additional judges may be appointed in High Courts for the speedy disposal
of election-related cases, which would act as a deterrent against violating these norms.
3id ¥, 3= el # sifafved randi=n ot Fgfad & S Al § difds g1a 3 Jeferd
m%ﬁhﬁﬁmmww, Sl 39 AFES] & Jeaid & RIATh Teb HaR® & &4

I

e These reforms would require bipartisan political support and need to be expeditiously
implemented.

3 QURT & forg fgaehia Iomitfae Tada o) srazaemdr erft 3R 32 2ferar 3 any fear
ST AU
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What challenges does India
face in fertilizer imports?

What impact has the conflict in Ukraine had on the global fertilizer market and its effects on India?

GS Paper llI: External

Sector
A. M. Jigees

The story so far:
ith the crisis continuing in
Ukraine and Gaza,
experts and policymakers
are concerned about
further increases in the prices of the
components used for making
petroleum-based chemical fertilizers.
Recently, Senior Economist of the Food
and Agriculture Organization Nicholas
Sitko told The Hindu that India has to
increase its own fertilizer production
capacity. The Agriculture Minister of the
country’s largest foodgrains producing
Uttar Pradesh recently complained that
the State has the stock of fertilizers for
only 10 more days. The sowing of winter
rabi crops has started in almost all the
wheat-growing States and fertilizers such
as Diammonium phosphate (DAP) and
NPK [Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and
Potassium)] are essential for its growth.

‘What is the current import fertilizer
import scenario?

Though the latest data on import is yet to
be made available by the Ministry, the
Standing Committee of Parliament on
Chemicals and Fertilizers, in August 2023,

tabled a report on ‘Planning for Fertilizers
Production and Import Policy on
Fertilizers Including GST and Import Duty
Thereon’ in both the Houses. It expressed
concern that the “production capacity of
fertilizers does not commensurate with its
demand/requirement and, therefore, the
gap between demand and supply is met
through imports.” According to the
report, about 20% of the domestic
requirement of urea, 50-60% of the
domestic requirement of DAP, and 100%
of the domestic requirement of Muriate of
Potassium (MOP, or Potash) is met
through imports.

How has India’s fertilizer production
changed?

In 2021-22, India’s yearly consumption of
all major chemical fertilizers was
approximately 579.67 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT), comprising 341.73 LMT of urea,
92.64 LMT of DAP, 23.93 LMT of MOP, and
121.37 LMT of NPK. In 2020-21, the total
consumption of fertilizers was about
629.83 LMT. The country produced
435.95 LMT of chemical fertilizers in
2021-22, resulting in a shortfall of 143.72
LMT relative to demand. While MOP is
not produced here, in 2021-22, India
produced 250.72 LMT of urea, 42.22 LMT

of DAP, 89.67 LMT of NPK, and 53.34 LMT
of Single Super Phosphate (SSP). Total
production in 2014-15 was 385.39 LMT,
indicating an increase of only about 50
LMT over seven years.

In the case of Urea, the most consumed
fertilizer, in 2019-20, the production was
244.58 LMT and the use was 336.96 LMT.
In 2020-21, the country produced 246.05
LMT of urea and consumed 350.51 LMT.
In 2021-22, the figure was 250.72 LMT and
341.72 LMT, respectively.

The Centre allocated % 1.79 lakh crore
as fertilizer subsidy under the Budget
estimates for 2023-24. Out of this, for
indigenous P&K Fertilizers, the subsidy
amount was ¥25,500 crore and 18,500
crore for imported P&K Fertilizers. For
indigenous Urea, the subsidy was
1,04,063.20 crore while the subsidy for
imported urea was ¥ 31,000 crore.

What is the situation in Ukraine and
Gaza?

Dr. Sitko said that he does not see any
stability in fertilizer markets now due to
the situations in Ukraine and Gaza. He is
primarily bothered about the impact of
the crisis on the oil prices, which will spill
over to the by-products such as fertilizers.
According to an answer provided in Lok
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Sabha, in 2018-19, 2019-20, and 2020-21,
India’s fertilizer imports were mostly from
countries such as China, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Oman, Iran and Egypt. The
worsening situation in West Asia and the
ongoing conflict in Russia and Ukraine
could impact imports from these regions.

What can India do?

Experts like Dr. Sitko have been asking
India to enhance its fertilizer production
capacity and to shift its farming systems
to reduce dependence on imported
fertilizers while making better use of the
existing fertilizers. Suggestions such as
using nano urea, shifting to natural
farming, and enhancing the capacity of
fertilizer factories have also been made to
the government.

The Standing Committee of Parliament
also pointed out the need for policy
initiatives aimed at creating an
environment that would facilitate
investments in the public, co-operatives,
and private sectors engaged in the
manufacturing and marketing of
fertilizers.

Commenting on the new investment
policy, implemented in 2012, to
streamline fertilizer production, the
committee said it is satisfying to note that
six new Urea plants have since been set
up each having an annual production
capacity of 12.7 LMT thereby adding Urea
production capacity of 76.2 LMT per
annum. “Now, 36 Urea manufacturing
units are functioning, out of which, four
new Urea Units viz Ramgundam,
Gorakhpur, Sindri Unit of Fertilizers
Corporation of India Limited and Barauni
unit of Hindustan Fertiliser Corporation
Limited, have been revived by setting up
of new gas-based Greenfield units,” the
panel had noted.

THE GIST

v

The conflict in Ukraine has led
to rising prices of raw materials
used in fertilizer production,
affecting global fertilizer costs
and subsequently increasing
prices in India.

v

The instability in fertilizer
markets is likely to impact
agricultural production in
India, posing risks to food
security and increasing
dependence on government
subsidies.

What challenges does India face in fertilizer imports?
(GS Paper lll: Maufacturing)

ISP AT H HRd Bl fooe FHIfa! BT AT HIAT IS
Y182 (GS Paper lII: fafemion

What impact has the conflict in Ukraine had on the global fertilizer

market and its effects on India?

geb+1 ° TUY BT AYP IdRP I9R IR FT YUTG UST § YT SHBT URA
TR T YT UST &2

e Experts and policymakers are concerned about further increases in the prices of the

components used for making petroleum-based chemical fertilizers.

vy ok +fifa fafar deifergsr-sremia erarafe 3dee! & At o JuanT farg S ara

TeH! B P F iR gfg B ABR
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° Recently, Senior Economist of the Food and Agriculture Organization Nicholas
Sitko told The Hindu that /ndia has to increase its own fertilizer production capacity.
B4 8 8, e IR PIY GI3Th TRF SrfIed] [Hwierd Rrasi @ o aar e YR
B U AP ITG &l TGt grft

e The Agriculture Minister of the country's largest foodgrains producing state Uttar
Pradesh recently complained that the State has the stock of fertilizers for only 70
more days.

SR D Y TS /7707 FHIGP o TR FGodb 1Y H14 gl g1 | Rrebrad o1 fob 1ed |
IR BT Ll Had 70 /a7 % T g g

e The sowing of winter rabi crops has started in almost all the wheat-growing states, and
fertilizers such as Diammonium phosphate (DAP) and NPK [Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
and Potassium] are essential for its growth.

T W g 3777 aTet TS E 6 B 6 9aTs IE 81 TS ©, SR SENTH Bidhe
%{DAP)GﬁT NPK [TIZCI5TT, BIEINE, SN GIeRgH) o SaRe Sqb a1 & forg STaxaed
|

What is the current import fertilizer import scenario?

TAHT IaXP AT UTRET T 22

e Though the latest data on import is yet to be made available by the Ministry, the
Standing Committee of Parliament on Chemicals and Fertilizers, in August 2023, tabled a
report on ‘Planning for Fertilizers Production and Import Policy on Fertilizers Including
GST and Import Duty Thereon’in both the Houses.

BT ZFTFGRI SATd WR d-ad Sl 31l Jueis Te1 1 T 5, 377 20231
XIRIT SR IRF TR GeG1T RIF Tl ‘FIRD] & FGIGT R 7T it @1 Fior7]
foras sfiege] 3k 39 v 37T Yoo TMAT &R U RUid QA1 wen § vgd &t 2|

e The report expressed concern that the “production capacity of fertilizers does not
commensurate with its demand/requirement and, therefore, the gap between demand
and supply is met through imports.”

UIE # gg ffar e &1 718 6 “IdRD! Bt ST & Sb! AT/ SaIHdl & 3y
TET B, 3R YTy /T 3R 3MYfcl & st T 3R AT & HIeaH J IR fobar S g1

e According to the report, about 20% of the domestic requirement of urea, 50-60% of
the domestic requirement of DAP, and 7100% of the domestic requirement of
Muriate of Potassium (MOP, or Potash) is met through imports.

RO1E & SFUR, &9 ZRTTS! ART BT TIHT 20%, DAP ! O HIT BT 50-60%, 3R TleTsr
(MOP) &Y G HITT &1 700% 30T & HIeqH § Q1 foban S g |

How has India’s fertilizer production changed?

YRA & Ia¥P TG H T Ufeae=T §aiT 82

e In 2027-22, India’s yearly consumption of all major chemical fertilizers was
approximately 579.67 lakh metric tonnes (LMT), comprising 347.73 LMT of urea, 92.64
LMT of DAP, 23.93 LMT of MOP, and 121.37 LMT of NPK.
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2021-22W, YRT P71 TNV Gt TG IS S| DI AT 579,67 TG Hed
&7 (LMT) S TRTH 347.73 LMT AT 92.64 LMT DAP, 23.93 LMT MOP, 3R 121.37 LMT
NPK T B

e In 2020-27, the total consumption of fertilizers was about 629.83 LMT. The country
produced 435.95 LMT of chemical fertilizers in 2027-22, resulting in a shortfall of
143.72 LMT relative to demand.

2020-21% IaRDI Bt A U ATHT 629.83 IMTH 20271-22F SR 435.95 LMT
RS FaRaD! BT ITGA (o, TR T &I T | 743,72 LMTH! HH g |

e While MOPis not produced here, in 2027-22, India produced 250.72 LMT of urea, 42.22
LMT of DAP, 89.67 LMT of NPK, and 53.34 LMT of Single Super Phosphate (SSP).
BIdifdh T8I MOP DT SMIGH ol 811 &, 2027-228 URA A 250.72 LMT &}, 42.22 LMT
DAP, 89.67 LMT NPK, 3R 53.34 LMT RITTeT Gu¥ BIeGse (SSP) &I Sdle Tl

e Total production in 2074-175was 385.39 LMT, indicating an increase of only about 50
LMT over seven years.

2074-15% S MG 385.39 LMTHT, S Ti7 W H Had 50 LMTH! gl P! a=idT 5|

e In the case of Urea, the most consumed fertilizer, in 2079-20, the production was
244.58 LMT and the use was 336.96 LMT.
ZRaT qaY 31 WU aTel IS &, FoIH 2079-20H IETEH 244.58 LMT 3R WUd
336.96 LMT Ut

e In 2020-27, the country produced 246.05 LMT of urea and consumed 350.57 LMT. In
20217-22, the figure was 250.72 LMT and 347.72 LMT, respectively.
2020-21H, S 246,05 LMT JRFTHT IATG fodT 3R 350.57 LMTHY @Ud BT 2027-22
T g8 3BT HUI: 250.72 LMT 3R 347,72 LMT U]

e The Centre allocated ¥1.79 lakh crore as fertilizer subsidy under the Budget
estimates for 2023-24.
$% A 2023-24 F FoIE STAT & d8d IAP ATS! & &Y H 31.79 TARI HIIS 1
3ded feari
Out of this, for indigenous P&K Fertilizers, the subsidy amount was ¢25,500 crore, and
£78,500 crore for imported P&K Fertilizers.

SN O @I P&K Fafvds] & foTu afetet AT 225,500 Figdt 3R S7F1fdd P&K FINPT B
fau 778 500 FVIS

e For /ndigenous Urea, the subsidy was &7,04,063.20 crore, while the subsidy for
imported urea was 31,000 crore.

a3 gheared T afetrst #7,04,063.20 FRIS, S&fds srrfaa givard fad afsqst
737,000 FIG |

He situation in Ukraine and Gaza W 3R e ¥ fRUfa

e Dr. Sitko said that he does not see any stability in fertilizer markets now due to the
situations in Ukraine and Gaza. He is primarily concerned about the impact of the crisis
on o/l prices, which will spill over to the by-products such as
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fertilizers. Dr. Sitko 3 ®g1 & g7 3w Trorren! fURA & SRT 31§ BeaEoR e H
1RRa7E o X8 B 1 3% faRW U q 37 7 #77a R Tdbe & THd $ =il 8, S Fere)
SR BT IR A uHTE STaT|

e According to an answer provided in Lok Sabha, in 2018-19, 2079-20, and 2020-27, India’s
fertilizer imports were mostly from countries such as China, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Oman, Iran, and Egypt. The worsening situation in West Asia and the ongoing
conflict in Russia and Ukraine could impact imports from these regions. deayry fau
T IR & R, 2078-19, 2019-20 3R 2020-218 URA & BHICAZoN HATIRT U o
7 & THa! IR J03 SFMH IR AFQ 8 A1 7187 gRrrd fared: fRufq oik
& R ZHTH I g T BT 3 & I T R SRR U Iahel 5|

What can India do? HIRd T ¥ Ahdl %?

e Experts like Dr. Sitko have been asking India to enhance its fertilizer production
capacity and to shift its farming systems to reduce dependence on imported fertilizers

while making better use of the existing fertilizers. Dr. Sitko Y faRvg YRA ¥ BIETEoR
FATGT &HTTIG 3R gﬁ‘ﬁyvﬂa?ﬁ ST &1 JolTg & I8 & dliP AT BIRasov IR
e 1 8 & 3R HINel BicaTseR &1 dgar IUaRT forar S 9 |

e Suggestions such as using nano urea, shifting to natural farming, and enhancing the
capacity of fertilizer factories have also been made to the government WER DI 747

m%{qﬁﬂ TIFlae Gl db! 3R Sgr AR BICATgoR Placdi ! &Hdl SgH okl Uag
|

e The Standing Committee of Parliament also pointed out the need for policy initiatives
aimed at creating an environment that would facilitate investments in the public, co-
operatives, and private sectors engaged in the manufacturing and marketing of

fertilizers. §ga &1 &I GRITA FA7T vgeTd! axged R HY IR fear, st grde e,
Wmﬁﬁ;y%ﬁmﬁmﬁwww S BRTER & [FFT 3
|

e Commenting on the new investment policy implemented in 2072 to streamline
fertilizer production, the committee said it is satisfying to note that six new Urea plants
have since been set up each having an annual production capacity of 72.7 LMT thereby
adding Urea production capacity of 76.2 LMT per annum. 2012% Fﬂ‘lﬁ T8 78 [43< Hfa
R fewof rd g, 9 3 Bal o a8 S Gai § 6 dd @ o8 78 gRw gaT=ifia
B 7T 8, ! aiffies Iare emar 727 LMT8, ST UDR 76.2 LMT Fi7 g9 gRal Idre
& 8 3G g8 ¢

e "Now, 36 Urea manufacturing units are functioning, out of which, four new Urea Units
viz Ramgundam, Gorakhpur, Sindri Unit of Fertilizers Corporation of India Limited, and
Barauni unit of Hindustan Fertiliser Corporation Limited, have been revived by setting
up of new gas-based Greenfield units," the panel had noted. GW 36 ?‘-273?77
ZHTET BT IR 6! 5, o0 A AR TS ZRIT 3HTZTT O THYSH, TNEYY, BITIgor
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Understanding U.S.-Israel relations

What event brought about a paradigm shift in the way Washington looked at the Jewish state? What is the basis of the ‘the special relationship’

between the two countries? What is the significance of the pro-Israel lobby in U.S. electoral politics?

[GS Paper 1I: West Asial
Stanly Johny

The story so far:
ithin days of the October
7, 2023 attack by Hamas
inside Israel, killing at
least 1,200 people, U.S.
President Joe Biden travelled to Israel to
declare solidarity with the Jewish state.
Mr. Biden described Hamas as
“unadulterated evil” and stated that
America “stands with Israel”. Since the
October 7 attack, Israel has been bombing
Gaza relentlessly and is carrying out a
ground invasion. It has killed at least
42,000 Palestinians, wounded almost
100,000 and displaced almost the entire
population of Gaza’s 2.3 million. There is
a case against Israel at the International
Court of Justice over alleged genocide. On
October 1, Israel launched a ground
invasion of Lebanon and has been
carrying out devastating air strikes in
Lebanon in the name of targeting
Hezbollah, in which thousands were
killed. Israel also bombed Iran’s embassy
in Damascus on April 1, triggering a wave
of attacks and counterattacks between the
countries. Throughout this crisis, the
Biden administration stood solidly behind
Israel. According to one recent study by
Brown University, the U.S. spent $17.9
billion on military assistance to Israel
since October 7. Biden officials have called
for a ceasefire in Gaza and a diplomatic
solution to the crisis in Lebanon. But at
the same time, Washington continued to
provide military and political support for
Israel. This is not surprising given the
history of the U.S.-Israel relations. Barring
minor personality clashes between
leaders, the U.S. has always stood behind
Israel, irrespective of the latter’s actions,
at least since 1967.

What are the origins of U.S.-Israel
ties?

The U.S. had supported the idea of a
Jewish homeland even before the state of
Israel was declared within historical
Palestine in 1948. On March 3, 1919, two
years after the Balfour Declaration, in
which the British government declared its
support for the creation of a “Jewish
homeland in Palestine”, President
Woodrow Wilson said, “The allied nations
with the fullest concurrence of our
government and people are agreed that in
Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a
Jewish Commonwealth.” In 1922 and 1944,
the U.S. Congress passed resolutions
endorsing the Balfour Declaration. The
U.S. was the first country that recognised
Israel in 1948. The recognition came in 11
minutes after the proclamation. “I had
faith in Israel before it was established, I
have faith in it now,” President Harry
Truman said on May 26, 1952.

Though the U.S. offered the state of
Israel support right from the latter’s birth,
the initial two decades of their
relationship had not been very smooth.
The Eisenhower administration was
unhappy when Israel, along with France
and Britain, launched the Suez war.
Washington threatened to cut aid to Israel
if it did not withdraw from the territories
it had captured. The Soviet Union also
threatened to fire missiles unless Israel
withdrew, and finally, Israel had to pull
back from the areas it seized. Similarly, in
the 1960s, the Kennedy administration
had voiced concerns about Israel’s secret
nuclear programme.

However, the 1967 war, in which Israel
defeated Jordan, Syria and Egypt, all in six
days, and captured swathes of territories,
brought in a paradigm shift in the way
Washington looked at the Jewish state.
The U.S. at that time was bogged down in

Burning rage: Iranians burn U.S. and Israeli flags during an anti-Israel gathering in Tehran. REUTERS

Vietnam. Israel defeated the Arab
countries without any major help from
the U.S., and the war was wrapped up
quickly. Also, two of the Arab countries
Israel defeated — Egypt and Syria — were
Soviet allies. From then on, the U.S.
started seeing Israel as a stable ally that
can check the expansion of Soviet
influence in West Asia.

What is the current status of the
U.S.-Israel ties?

Today, Israel is an exceptional ally of
Washington. The U.S. offers practically
unconditional financial, military and
political support for Israel, which has
been occupying Palestinian territories
since 1967. Israel is an undeclared nuclear
power but has never faced any global
scrutiny or pushback, thanks to the
protection offered by the U.S. Israel is also
the largest recipient of America’s aid — it
has received $158 billion in aid from the
U.S. since the end of the Second World
‘War. Currently, Israel gets $3.8 billion in
military aid every year from the U.S.,
which accounts for about 16% of Israel’s
total military budget.

The U.S. is also Israel’s largest trading
partner, with annual two-way trade
hovering around $50 billion. Both Israel
and the U.S. also have a deep defence
partnership, which involves joint research
and development and weapons
production. For example, the Iron Dome,
Israel’s famed missile defence shield, uses
parts built in the U.S. and the system is
financed in part by the U.S. With U.S.
help, Israel has built a highly advanced
defence manufacturing base, which has
made the country the world’s 10th largest
military exporter. Since 1972, the U.S. has
used its veto power over 50 times to strike
down resolutions critical of Israel in the
UN Security Council.

From the 1973 Yom Kippur war
onwards, the U.S. has also offered solid
military support to Israel in its conflicts.
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In 1973, after Israel was taken aback by
the surprise attack by Egypt and Syria,
U.S. supplies proved vital for Israel to
push back the enemy troops from the
occupied Golan Heights and Sinai
Peninsula. In 1982, the U.S. sent
Multinational Forces to Lebanon after
Israel’s invasion of the country. After the
first intifada, the U.S. supported the Oslo
process and the two-state solution, but
without compromising its relationship
with Israel. Now, the running theme in
‘Washington is that it supports “Israel’s
right to defend”. The previous U.S.
administration, of Donald Trump,
recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and moved America’s embassy to the
disputed city. The Trump administration
also recognised Israel’s annexation of
Golan Heights, a Syrian territory it
captured in 1967 and held under its
occupation ever since.

‘Were there ever tensions between
Israel and the U.S.?

While there were personality clashes
between American Presidents and Israeli
Prime Ministers, such clashes never led to
a breakdown in what President John F.
Kennedy called “the special relationship”.
In the 1970s, President Jimmy Carter
heaped pressure on Israel to make peace
with Egypt and give concessions to the
Palestinians. Israel would finally agree to
sign the Framework for Peace Agreement
as part of the Camp David Accords, which
would set the stage for the Oslo process.
During the second intifada, President
George W. Bush pressed Israel to show
restraint in the occupied West Bank, and
in return Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
accused him of appeasing the Arabs.
Israel ‘will not be Czechoslovakia’, Sharon
said, indirectly drawing parallels between
British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain’s surrender before Hitler in
the 1938 Munich agreement and Mr. Bush.
Sharon later apologised for the

DPATRIOTICIAS

comparison. In 2002, Mr. Bush asked
Israel to pull back from the West Bank
and end a military operation “without
delay”, but the Israelis never obliged.
Sharon had Bush “wrapped around his
little finger’, Brent Scowcroft, the former
national security adviser, said in October
2004.

President Barack Obama and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
also clashed over the Iran nuclear deal.
Mr. Netanyahu had visited the
Republican-controlled U.S. Congress and
attacked Mr. Obama over his Iran policy.
But the same Mr. Obama vetoed all
resolutions at the UN Security Council
critical of Israel except one during his
eight-year term. Mr. Obama, during his
last months in office, also cleared a $38
billion aid package for Israel. The Biden
administration had earlier criticised the
Netanyahu government’s plan to overhaul
the country’s judiciary. But after the
October 7 attack by Hamas, the U.S. has
thrown its full weight behind the
Netanyahu government’s war on Gaza.

‘Why does the U.S. always back Israel?
One explanation is that Israel’s strategic
value in a volatile yet critical region
makes it appealing for Washington.
During the Cold War, the U.S. saw Israel as
a powerful bulwark against possible
Soviet expansion in the Arab world. After
the Cold War, when the U.S. started
becoming more and more involved in
West Asia, it continued to see Israel as a
force of stability, along with Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. Strategic value explains a close
partnership or alliance, like America’s
relationships with Japan, South Korea or
Germany. A host of other factors,
including America’s public opinion,
electoral politics and the powerful Israel
lobby in the U.S., play a role in shaping
the country’s Israel policy.

Historically, Israel has enjoyed near
unanimous support in the U.S. Congress,
and a vast majority of Americans have
favourable views about Israel.

American Jews and evangelical
Christians are two powerful, politically
active groups in the U.S. They are
important constituencies for both parties
and they are both pro-Israel. Then there’s
a powerful Israel lobby in the U.S., which
according to John Mearsheimer and
Stephen Walt, heavily influences U.S.
policy towards Israel. The lobby helps
amplify pro-Israel voices, backs pro-Israel
politicians and works toward playing
down or neutralising voices critical of
Israel, they argue in their 2006 essay
“The Israel lobby”, in London Review of
Books.

The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC), a powerful pro-Israel
lobbying group, hosts top leaders from
both countries, including Presidents,
Senators and Prime Ministers, for its
annual gatherings. Pro-Israel groups also
support both parties in the U.S.
financially. For example, during the 2020
campaign, pro-Israel groups contributed
over $30 billion (63% of which went to the
Democrats and the rest Republicans),
according to OpenSecrets.org. Besides,
there are strong ties between the military
industrial complexes of both countries.
Therefore, all these factors together —
Israel’s strategic value, America’s
domestic politics, the presence of the
pro-Israel lobby and military-industrial
interplay, make sure that there’s an
institutional consensus in the U.S. about
its relationship with Israel, irrespective of
which party or President is in power in
Washington D.C.

(The article appeared in The Hindu on
November 1, 2023)
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Understanding U.S.-Israel relations (GS Paper II:
International Relation)

SARPT-IoRTZ YUl D1 THIAT (GS Paper I1: SRIFHA
qae)

What event brought about a paradigm shift in the way Washington
looked at the Jewish state? What is the basis of the ‘the special
relationship’ between the two countries? What is the significance of
the pro-Israel lobby in U.S. electoral politics?

1 geT1 A 9gd) Iy & ufa aifkiTe & @i § ue snexf agamd
T 1 3N & It IRy Jau &7 YR 741 82 et gl
IS A goRTad gHdP dld! BT T A8 82

Within Days of the October 7, 2023 Attack by Hamas in Israel 7 3{dgdR 2023 L]
U T gHAT SERISA | 81 & 9O fedl 91

e Within days of the October 7, 2023 attack by Hamas inside Israel, at least 1,200
people were killed. 7 3ldgdR 2023 %m%w%ﬁ% R U 7 RIS & 3R
& I HH 1,200 AN B! 5T R G|

e U.S. President Joe Biden traveled to Israel to declare solidarity with the Jewish state.

;@WWﬁa@ﬁw&ﬁwﬁﬁuﬁw%mWﬂEﬂaﬁm
|

e Mr. Biden described Hamas as “unadulterated evil” and stated that America “stands

with Israel.” St 91581 7 U &! 3T Feiiae 9t )15 FE1 3R @Rk A sRIEA
& 1Y WS V6 &1 §1d Fal|

e Since the October 7 attack, Israel has been bombing Gaza relentlessly and is carrying
out a ground invasion. 7 3FEER & THA & d1G I IR YT TR AR THART B
BT B SR RICHT SHTEHHT IR BT 5 |

o At least 42,000 Palestinians were killed, almost 100,000 wounded, and nearly the
entire population of Gaza’s 2.3 million was displaced. ®H ¥ 1 42,000 fpfersdi-t R
1T, AT 100,000 HTIH §T, 3R ST BT 2.3 FAfera &Y smrard} o1 e Tguf
faeuTa= s

Case Against Israel at the International Court of Justice SoIRISd & faams Gﬁﬁ@ﬂ
qrTeg o AT
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e  There is a case against Israel at the International Court of Justice over alleged

genocide. STRTPIT TATET & HER & 3R W FoRIZA & FRAATH ATHAT & o

On October 1, Israel launched a ground invasion of Lebanon and has been carrying
out air strikes in Lebanon targeting Hezbollah. 1 GIRTSR'@, swsa?raaqﬂw
R SATHHUT IR b a1 iR A H fewigerg &1 F=m1 §91d gU ga1s gvd [ g |

U.S. Support for Israel During Crisis TP & a?'F-l ENNED & ﬁﬂ;’ AR gudT

The Biden administration stood firmly behind Israel throughout the crisis. URW%
IR A3 YRR 7 $oR1Sd &1 €6 99U+ fa|

According to a study by Brown University, the U.S. spent $17.9 billion on military
assistance to Israel since October 7. 9134 ﬁ"ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂ'ﬂ & LTI b SIJUR, 7 Mg I
SARYPT A SoRIEA & A= AeMdT & AT $17.9 fafera o= fpu)

Biden officials have called for a ceasefire in Gaza and a diplomatic solution to the
crisis in Lebanon. S133 STt = T # g ofik A9 dwe & fog
Pe-ifad THIYUT &1 TEH fHa1 g

Origins of U.S.-Israel Ties 3AR®I-soRISd Jaeh &1 Seufr

The U.S. supported the idea of a Jewish homeland even before Israel was declared

within historical Palestine in 1948. 3f®T 7 1948 ﬁﬁﬁﬂmmﬁw
oI IO J U B U Tgel ATgYA & faar o1 Hd= foan ol

On March 3, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson supported the creation of a Jewish

Commonwealth in Palestine. 3 AT 1919 ﬁﬂgﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁ ﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁ
PHSH B RG] BT FHU b

U.S. Recognition of Israel SIAR®T §RT SRS &1 AT

Shift in U.S.-Israel Relations Post-1967 War 1967 & & q1¢ ARPT-
SoRISd Yae § dgard
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The U.S. was the first country to recognize Israel in 1948, only 11
minutes after its proclamation. 3MR®T 1948 T ERNED P AT ‘¢
T UgAT %7 T, 3R U1 9won & Ry 11 fieie a1 8 ag agan & ‘

T !

President Harry Truman stated, "I had faith in Israel before it was
established, | have faith in it now.” ITEUfd 831 TR - &1, "4 FoRISA ~' .
TR 3! RITOHAT I U5 of HRIT o7 3R 3@ i 51" A A

The 1967 war in which Israel defeated Jordan, Syria, and Egypt and

captured significant territories marked a paradigm shift in U.S.-Israel relations. 1967 Cg
g ¥ 3oR1Sd - died, W 3R fr &1 xR Heayut &= R weoll fohar, Sl
SMRPI-SoRIgd dael H T Hiferd G B1 Yciicb 11|
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e  The U.S. saw Israel as a stable ally against Soviet influence in West Asia.

g%ﬁm%smmﬁuf%wq&mﬁ;ﬁﬁmum%@ww@?mﬁ%wﬁ
|

Current status of the U.S.-Israel ties

I H AR ®wT-goRTs o Hael o fRfa

e Today, Israel is an exceptional ally of Washington.

3T, 3SRTE ATRATE BT TP IPpY WedRil |

e The U.S. offers practically unconditional financial, military, and political support for
Israel, which has been occupying Palestinian territories since 1967.

AR ZoRTSA B! TTHT 91 71 faxfia, /=g, iR Ierifas Iud vem #xar g, s
1967 A firferedi+t &= R Feor fHFU TR

e [srael is an undeclared nuclear power but has never faced global scrutiny or pushback,
thanks to U.S. protection.
TORTSd U M AT AR 81 8 At 58 Mt JRam & HRur w4t off afyes
STATRAT BT FTHAT Tal BT IST|

e Israel is the largest recipient of America’s aid, having received $158 billion from the
U.S. since World War Il
ORI SMANYHT Pt TETIT BT Ha TS UTehdl ¢, 39 felta fay g5 & 712 T $158
3R NI U |

e Currently, Israel receives $3.8 billion in military aid annually from the U.S., 16% of
Israel’s total military budget.
A ¥, ToRISA $I MR I ufd I $3.8 3R =7 Tgral e 8, < I9% o A=
§OIC BT 16% & |

e The US. is Israel’s largest trading partner, with two-way trade around $50 billion
annually.
aﬁw?@mmmwﬁw@m% forgeT fguaia SR ufd auf erHa
$50 SRI 5|

e Both countries have a deep defense partnership, involving joint research and
weapons production.

3T i & o et vaim arEier §, R g srgauT ok gRar o wnfta B

e The Iron Dome missile defense shield uses U.S.-built parts and is partially financed
by the U.S.
TR ST TS a Y& Fada H s@R®1-fAfa wrl &1 IuahT gl © SiR Ig Siifkre
U | 3RS gRT faaaiiva 3|

e With US. help, Israel has built a highly advanced defense manufacturing base and is
now the world’s 10th largest military exporter.
3N BT A W, TORIZA A U IAd &1 Ffor MuR 51 § 3R 3rd Ig fay &1 104t
wed a1 9 Frafas g
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) Since 1972, the U.S. has used its veto power over 50 times to block UN
resolutions critical of Israel.

1972 9, 3ARHT A 50 A 3Afd IR 3= i) AfRT &1 ST R SoRTS B ATAIT
T AT D1 A fear g

From the 1973 Yom Kippur war onward, the U.S. has offered solid military support to
Israel.

1973 9 fruR g T, MR A SoR1SA &I Aoigd A= 9 g fHar |

In 1973, U.S. supplies were critical for Israel to reclaim Golan Heights and Sinai
Peninsula from surprise attacks by Egypt and Syria.

1973 T, 3Rkt 3myfd SoRIEa & forw Mam= g15ew ik R uadiu &) i 8k
T & g9 ¥ 9y o § Aedgu Aifed g5

In 1982, the U.S. sent Multinational Forces to Lebanon after Israel's invasion.

1982 H, 3R - FORIZA P AU & ST AT H TgIPHT I ol |

The U.S. supported the Oslo process and the two-state solution, while maintaining
close ties with Israel.

AT 3 3t ufshar 3R E1-3rsg FHTY &1 AU fhan, Sefe sorEd & 91y gy
&Y FAE G |

The Trump administration recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moved the
U.S. embassy to the disputed city.

T YR - TSRIEH B SORIS B AU & TG T A=l & 3R Myt garar
! fqarfed 2rer & RiFiaRa o fear|

Trump also acknowledged Israel's annexation of the Golan Heights, captured from
Syria in 1967.

T A A g1 UR oR1sd & dol ol 1t gr=yar §l, fo 1967 & Wi & wea
foa T T

Were there ever tensions between Israel and the U.S.?

a1 HY FoRTST 3R SMR®T & i 919 31 UT?
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Though personality clashes occurred, U.S.-Israel ties always remained strong, termed a
“special relationship” by President John F. Kennedy.

gIciifch ST HTd gU, T SATepT-goRTSe Hatl TAN Aol g, Ford rgufa
S TP, FAS! 7~y d94” FHaTl

In the 1970s, President Jimmy Carter pressured Israel for peace with Egypt and
Palestinians.

1970 & &1 H AFUfT ot H1EX 7 or1sd W e iR fsfereitfrat & v wifa &
IMCCICESISIT

President George W. Bush urged restraint in the West Bank during the second
intifada, but Prime Minister Ariel Sharon accused him of appeasing Arabs.

YR Sifel SoY, I GUX SIS & GRI d¥e do § || $T 30T b, Afes
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FYUTTHAT TREE R = 39 IR 3Rl I P B BT 3R AT

e Sharon compared Bush’s approach to Chamberlain's 1938 Munich Agreement but
later apologized.

IR A g1 Bt A F a1 1938 & W@ TSN I FI, Afh 918 & H1w! 7R MY

e Obama and Netanyahu clashed over the Iran nuclear deal, but Obama supported
Israel in the UN, vetoing all but one resolution against Israel.

ST SR AR BT $IH URATY A W HINE YT, difch SaraT - Hged g A
WWW@W@?W@W@WHﬁ%W%Wl

e The Biden administration initially criticized Netanyahu's judicial overhaul plans but has
fully supported Israel since the October 7 Hamas attack.
e TR A P& § Aa-01g &) A1RI® JUR ASH18M DI ST $I odfdh 7 agar
& U U &SI 11 a6 U FoRIsd o1 99 fawa|

Why does the U.S. always back Israel?
SMANHT AR FoRISd &1 YA T BT 82

e Israel’s strategic value in a volatile yet critical region makes it appealing for

Washington. 39RTgdl &1 HRIR® Ag@ IS SRR ol Ageayquf & & 34 ailkied &
forg 3PS ST & |

e During the Cold War, the U.S. saw Israel as a powerful bulwark against possible Soviet

expansion in the Arab world. ¥ I& & R, ARG 3 STRIEA B 3R gfar o
Hutfaa Aifaad faer & fIae te fadeied gaare & U 4 ¢a|

e After the Cold War, when the U.S. started becoming more involved in West Asia, it
continued to see Israel as a force of stability, along with Saudi Arabia and Egypt. =fa

g5 & d1g, 519 AR ufdm ufkman & e wnfid g @, O 39 SoR1sd &I Idat
3RY 3R fir e & Ty fRRAT 31 T dihd & TU H &7

e Strategic value explains a close partnership or alliance, like America’s relationships with
Japan, South Korea, or Germany. LRIEIRG Hed Uh R | Q-H'Jﬂ'c;"m T MY DI oy
B8, O SARDT & e ST, Sfaror Hifvar, a1 s & |y B

e A host of other factors, including America’s public opinion, electoral politics, and the
powerful Israel lobby in the U.S., play a role in shaping the country’s Israel policy. 3=

&< PR, N AReT H) el B I, TG IS, SR st § faeme
SORTSH dlal AT 8, SN B RIS Aifd BT 3MHR S H YfFept Ay B

e Historically, Israel has enjoyed near unanimous support in the U.S. Congress, and a vast
majority of Americans have favourable views about Israel. Qﬁ‘l@ﬂ%@ *q 1?[, EXNEGN! q
SHRPT & HHG & T AT TR BT 37T o g, SR SRS a1 T Th F97
35T SoRIzd & Ul e P @ 2|

e American Jews and evangelical Christians are two powerful, politically active groups in
the U.S. They are important constituencies for both parties and they are both pro-Israel.

it agdt ok sduiferea suTs 3AfepT H & Trfek=re,
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e Then there's a powerful Israel lobby in the U.S., which according to John Mearsheimer
and Stephen Walt, heavily influences U.S. policy towards Israel. i sR® d U
fFARITCH SOIRTS dlal §, Sl ST HIHGTSHR 3R W diee & UK, IoR2d & Ufd
SR BT A BT HRT gUIRIT H=elt 5l

e The lobby helps amplify pro-Israel voices, backs pro-Israel politicians, and works
toward playing down or neutralizing voices critical of Israel, they argue in their 2006
essay “The Israel Lobby,” in London Review of Books. g dld! IOR13d & U&fER SfTarel
P! I | Heg Bl 8, SIRISA P UeIER JoHdrsll o1 gradT Bl §, 3R IoRISd &I
STQATET A dTelT HTATell Bl HH B AT FSHy B B1 fG=M & 19 Bl 5, il fos
IGIH 2006 & TG "gURTSH Aral” H de- oy i g9 & ad o

e The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), a powerful pro-Israel lobbying
group, hosts top leaders from both countries for its annual gatherings. Gﬁﬂ?ﬁw

Tl B AT (AIPAC), TF fdaic goRgd SHde dlat T9g, 3Ot
II® TUT & forg T G=1T o =S el &t Beal Hxal o

e Pro-lsrael groups also support both parties in the U.S. financially. WW%W ot
3afeT & T miféat @1 fasita a2 v §

e For example, during the 2020 campaign, pro-Israel groups contributed over $30 billion
(63% of which went to the Democrats and the rest Republicans), according to

OpenSecrets.org. I&TEIUN & fiT, 2020 & FATT & TRM, IoRISA JHYS TYg! A $30
3RT ¥ HYF w1 AT foam (SR F 63% SHhcy 3R a1et Rufsdtas- &1 ), S

OpenSecrets.org & SITIR |

e Besides, there are strong ties between the military industrial complexes of both

countries. 3T (AT, GFI =1 & AT NI TR & dHa Aoigd IaY g

e Therefore, all these factors together — Israel’s strategic value, America’s domestic
politics, the presence of the pro-Israel lobby, and military-industrial interplay — make
sure that there's an institutional consensus in the U.S. about its relationship with Israel,
irrespective of which party or President is in power in Washington D.C. zgferg, 3 guft
PRS — FoR1Sd P HRS Hed, SARST B O Ao, JoRed aldl & IuRUfT, 3R
Ig- 3NN TR Ty — YT HRd & b smifvent & FoRIsd & I Jay & IR o
TS HRINT WAl &, 9T IRieH St # i di urdf a1 Iyufa w3 g1l

International Court of Justice (1CJ)

Basic Information: The International Court of Justice (ICJ), established in 1945, is the principal judicial
organ of the United Nations (UN). It is located in The Hague, Netherlands. The court's primary function
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is to settle legal disputes submitted by states and provide advisory opinions on legal questions referred to
it by authorized UN organs and specialized agencies.

SHHRI: 3 AT (1C)), FoRI®! RITAAT 1945 H §%, T8 WY Y (UN) HT T 1RH
e |%%ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ%l&mwwwwaﬂfﬂﬁaﬁﬁﬁmw g Sl 91 gRT Udd
%%Iﬁg;ﬁ%ag B! GATA! TR FATGDHR MG UG HRAT § off 39 AfIHd UN 3T 3R fagiy wolfRet gRr

|

Important Concepts:

1. Composition: The ICJ comprises 15 judges elected for a term of nine years by the UN General
Assembly and the Security Council. Judges must be from different countries, ensuring
representation from the world's major legal systems.

HEayUl SGYURUM:
1. AT 1C) H 15 <ranei=r g1 § o8 UN T8RRIYT 3iR TR uikue gRT =t 91e & Srida
& fore g ST g | e 1 fafie SR @ 1 Saa s §, arfes fay 3 TR ST
gonferat o1 ufaffea gffda 8 9o |

2. Jurisdiction: The ICJ can adjudicate disputes related to treaties, international law, and state
responsibility. However, its jurisdiction is based on the consent of the states involved, which can
agree to submit disputes to the Court.

HTYBTR & 1C) 3 faaTal BT USRI IR Fohdl & Sl i, SRS BT, IR g et 9
ST § 1 BT, SHPT SHUDR & JMHA Isdl &I Igafd R 1R Frar g, < faral & sreraa o
TRQd B TR HgHd & Ihdl & |

3. Advisory Opinions: The court provides advisory opinions on legal questions, which are non-
binding but influential. These opinions help clarify international law.

HATEPR T 3(EIAd B! JaTell IR TeEHR I T B! 8, S STeibR! -Tel gidl € dfch
THTGRITEH Bl & | 3 I SIARRIPIT BT Pl T B H Hea Il ol

Historical Background:

e The ICJ was created by the United Nations Charter and is a continuation of the Permanent Court
of International Justice (PClJ), which operated from 1922 to 1946.

e The first case brought before the ICJ was the Corfu Channel Case in 1947, where the court ruled
in favor of the United Kingdom against Albania.

e guyfr:
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o IC) T RITUAT HYGR IMY AR R $1 15 At 3R I RITHY SARTFRI =ATATE (PCLJ) FT AT 5,
W1922%1946§WW|

o IC) % T TR T Ugd] HHAT HIRG A HIHAT AT 1947 F, S5t SIETad A Sfea=am & faars
RS e & ue o Trayan g

Recent Updates:

e In 2023, the ICJ ruled on several important cases, including disputes related to the application of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and issues concerning the territorial integrity of

nations.

e The court continues to address contemporary issues like climate change and human rights
violations, reflecting the evolving nature of international law.

W%GITI@E':
o 2023 IC) A F3 Tedqul AHA! W iy ez, o are SifieRl R $=a3M & ST ¥ efia
faare ofR <=1 1 &ty sResaT ¥ Wefid e 2 A

o 3T JAAg URETH 3R HHATIGRI & Iecrdl okl THEBTE T Gel Bl JaId HAT STRY W1
S SARRTE BT F P WHTE &1 e 3

Data and Facts:

e Establishment Date: April 20, 1946

e Location: The Hague, Netherlands

e Number of Judges: 15

e Official Languages: English and French

e Jurisdiction: Advisory and contentious jurisdiction over states.

a 3R 3HiPpe:
o RITyAT faf¥: 20 31U, 1946
o TM: 7 Hecigq
o TR W @A 15
o MBS HINTE: 3FH 3R T
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o JIfYPR &F: IsUl & Ul TaAGHR 3R fIarerue iffieR &=

The Six-Day War

o3 fedia g

e The Six-Day War, also known as the June War or the Third Arab-Israeli War, took place from
June 5 to June 10, 1967.

e It involved Israel fighting against a coalition of Arab states, primarily Egypt, Syria, and Jordan.

e Hostilities broke out amid longstanding tensions following the 1949 Armistice Agreements.

5% fealfia g, SR 97 g a1 TR 3R9-3oR™d g5 Hl H-T ST 8, 5 3 | 10 S, 1967 & &9 g3l
T ORI 3R Tdh 3RT IS4l & TSaY & o Juy gan, 51 7 =0 9 fire, Hifvan, ok g
M | TOY B LT 1949 & FSATH U & §1¢ & dd 0T § I 3¢ 919 & o g3 |

Suez Crisis and the Straits of Tiran

U e 3R R sasueas

e In 1956, tensions escalated in the Suez Crisis when Egypt blocked the Straits of Tiran, a critical
maritime route for Israeli shipping.

e This led to Israel’s invasion of Egypt, resulting in the re-opening of the Straits of Tiran and the
deployment of a UN Emergency Force (UNEF) along the Egypt-Israel border.

1956 T, YUW HPHe & SR d-1d dd ¢ 71 ofd F 3 foR™ STasHeve o 3favg o a1, off seR™d
& TTETSl o (oY U Hg@qul A7 7| S URUTHRGEY 3oRIAd - 0 IR gaar o, o farm
TaSHEAY R ¥ o 7T SR WY WY SATUTAPHIA aa (UNEF) &1 Frd-gormae S oR d-rd faan
7|

Build-up to War and Nasser’s Actions

T B A R AR & Paw

e In May 1967, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser announced the closure of the Straits of
Tiran to Israeli vessels and mobilized Egyptian troops along the Israeli border, also ordering UNEF
to withdraw. Israel viewed this as a casus belli.

w5 1967 H, frer & Igufal 7T Srede AIRR 7 foRT¥ STarsaAeAw &1 goRTac wgTell & o dg A 3R
TORTIE 1 JHT R 1 Bt 1 A1 B &1 G0 BT 3R 1Y 1 UNEF &1 109 g &I e e
SORTIA - 34 U & BT BRI (casus belli) T
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Israeli Preemptive Strikes
SORTIA & YaaTdt gHd
e OnJune 5, 1967, Israel launched preemptive airstrikes on Egyptian airfields, destroying most of
Egypt’s air assets and gaining air superiority.

e Israel then launched a ground offensive into Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip.

5 5[, 1967 @, SR - O & g8 3P W gdad! gars gud iy, fo ey fre &t arg 9= &1
SffSerTer fear 78 81 7T 3R SoRTad &1 arg A Fed Hd T3 | 3T d1¢ IoR1Id - {18 UrIghy 3R et
gl IR STHIT STepHT = fod|

Ceasefire and Territorial Gains
gfavm ik afta ey
e By June 11, 1967, Israel had signed ceasefires with Egypt, Jordan, and Syria.

e By then, Israel had occupied the Sinai Peninsula, West Bank, and the Golan Heights,
fundamentally altering the region’s political landscape.

11 5[, 1967 T, SoRTAA - Fw, SieH, 3R Hear & Wy gefaR™ 1R exer fHu| 99 d& soRad A
ﬁmléumﬁum , uf3ft de, iR Me B3 R FHool B fordr oT, oram & & Ieifas uRewa &1 fifis =
ged fear|

Casualties and Displacement
gdTgd 3R
e The war caused over 15,000 Arab fatalities and fewer than 1,000 Israeli deaths.

e Approximately 280,000 to 325,000 Palestinians and 100,000 Syrians were displaced from the
West Bank and Golan Heights, respectively.

g & IRUTIRGET 15,000 ¥ 3P 3RT ARTRS! B! G §3 3R 1,000 ¥ HH FORTIE! AR T | TTHT
280,000 ¥ 325,000 i 3R 100,000 WiaTE T HU: ufdnft de iR Me g1ged I fawfid gul

UN Resolution 242
Y Y UXATd 242
e In November 1967, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 242, calling for Israeli withdrawal
from occupied territories and establishing peace in the region.

e However, the resolution’s implementation remains contested.

TIER 1967 H, WY I Y& URE 7 URATa 242 IR foba, foras soRTae & out aret &1 | g 3R
& wifay =fid == &1 Mg fovan 7T | e 39 UaTd &1 Sraf-au 3d ot faarerue 31
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Ongoing Conflict and Diplomacy

d 389U 3R geifa

e The Six-Day War influenced the Yom Kippur War of 1973 and diplomatic efforts like the Camp
David Accords (1978) and Oslo Accords (1993), shaping future Israeli-Arab relations.

38 feadita gg 7 1973 & 910 fPuR g iR Hu Sfas Tusia (1978) 3R SNl TS (1993) S
FeAlad T &I wHIfad foedr, fo/m Hfosy & SoR™d-3Rd Tl & sfeR far!

1. Yom Kippur War of 1973
1973 &1 9 fPuR g
e The Yom Kippur War took place from October 6 to October 25, 1973.
e Initiated by Egypt and Syria to reclaim territories lost to Israel in the Six-Day War (1967).
e The war began on Yom Kippur, an important Jewish holiday.
e Heavy fighting occurred in the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan Heights.
e The United States and the Soviet Union supported the respective sides.

e The conflict ended with a UN-brokered ceasefire.

o U fHUR g 6 Sragay | 25 Idgay, 1973 & §id ISl 4T
o U U 3R Wifvar gRT 1967 % B feawiiy g © @w U &5 &Y araw um & oy I faar |
o I U PR @reyul a5 ud) W TE garl
o TN TUY RIS UTagiy 3R M- gsed & gofll
o NG I SANDT SR Fifdaa Ta 7 S0=-30 vail H1 gwH fa
o 3id ¥ U8 g HYF AP P HHSNA Y FHIE g3l
2. Camp David Accords (1978)

Fu Sfas wwHgid (1978)
e The Camp David Accords were signed in September 1978 under US President Jimmy Carter's
mediation.
e First peace treaty between Egypt and Israel; Egypt formally recognized Israel.

e Israel agreed to withdraw from the Sinai Peninsula.
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Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin signed the accords.
Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Sadat and Begin in 1978.

$u 3fas wusia Rider 1978 7 smRat wrgufa fordt w1dv o megwi # fu u

g5 fire 3R goRTad & oifa ugdl Xifd gHeiar ot i = SoREd &1 {1l 4|

oRId A RATS uragiv § Ui ged W wgafa d|

i & IFUFT 3R AT SR SoRmeh UYTHE AW 4 3 THeid )R gEIER fhul
ed Mifd QREBR 1978 § WIawd SR 9ffH o ez )

3. Oslo Accords (1993)

S A

(1993)

The Oslo Accords were signed in 1993 between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO).

Brokered by Norway, it marked the first direct agreement between Israel and the PLO.

Established a framework for peace and Palestinian self-governance in parts of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

Led to the creation of the Palestinian Authority (PA) with limited governing powers.
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO leader Yasser Arafat signed the accords.
Witnessed by US President Bill Clinton, the accords faced several challenges over time.
3R TS 1993 H soRTad 3R o= gfea W+ (PLO) & st ¥ud gu|

U HATd GRT ASRIAT H a1 77 3R I8 SR 3R PLO & S Ugal Y&l GHeIdT ol

o ufidt ae iR e ught & TR Sie-URIeH &1 gl wifid faar|

29 qrEid ¥ fefereit=it wiftrezor (PA) &1 713+ g3, e urdr Sfid uxmfe SR 3|
ORI Ty R AfeF SR PLO AdT ATRIR SRTHTA = i W §XIER fHu

U skt pufa fare fokie 3 < oIk geid &1 $3 Il &1 AR BT US|

Intifada

sfawrar

Definition: The term Intifada (Arabic: "uprising" or "shaking off") refers to the Palestinian uprisings
against Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. It signifies movements aimed at
gaining political and territorial autonomy for Palestinians.
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TRUTST: $fAwTer (SRaT: "fagie” a1 "SedhT") Xea BT YA Uit e 3R e ugh & gl et
%WW%%WWW%WB%@W%W@?W
TGl & U B |

e First Intifada (1987-1993):

o Began in December 1987 after an incident involving an Israeli military vehicle that killed four
Palestinians in Gaza.

o Characterized by protests, civil disobedience, and boycotts by Palestinians against Israeli
policies.

o Resulted in the Oslo Accords (1993), which established a framework for peace and led to the
creation of the Palestinian Authority.

o UgdI SfAWIaT (1987-1993):
o fEaR 1987 T o1 & U SoRMIC I a6 gRT IR o=l &1 Hid & 918 & go|
o U ueR, AfaTa 3rag, 3R IiRHR gRT it T, S SoRme it & e A

o TP UNUIMRGTY el THENd (1993) U, forem wnifd 1 fa=n § wer g wiftd farar sik
fpferedi=it wiftrepRor &1 713 ga

e Second Intifada (2000-2005):

o Triggered by Israeli politician Ariel Sharon's visit to the Temple Mount/Al-Agsa Mosque
compound in September 2000.

o Marked by heightened violence on both sides, including suicide bombings, Israeli military
incursions, and significant casualties among civilians.

o Ended with a ceasefire agreement in 2005, leading to a shift in Palestinian leadership
dynamics and a further divided approach toward Israel.

o GWRT SfAWIET (2000-2005):
o TdeER 2000 T SR IHAT TRIT IR GRT ST ATSC/3M-3RIT ARG URIR Bt
AT ¥ Y= ga|

o UG THYT 99 §HY, SoRTT! &0 FHUS, 3R ANRST H Heaqul gdigd! & =0 & dgd! &
& HRUN ST 7T

o 2005 W HUHfaRTH THFN & 1Y T g3, S o=t Aqd & dead SR SoR™d &
Ui T SR fauifora =¥ faw R gal
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